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For The Sunday-school Times, 


PITYING LOVE. 


P : vee sainted Miss Fiske came home weary 


from her twenty years of service for 


' Jesus among the women of Persia. She was 
' resting, but she still worked in the dearly 
| loved seminary of her youth. There she 
_led many American youths to the same 


| Jesus, who had joyfully received her Nesto- 


_ rian girls. 


It was Thursday evening. There- were 


at the seminary two meetings for prayer; 


' one for those who loved Jesus, another for 
_ those who loved him not. 


‘Mary,’ said one room-mate to another, 


; “are you not going to your meeting ?”’ 


“No, I am not,’ was the rather impatient 


a reply. 


“Why not, Mary?” 
“Oh, I do not love to hear Miss Fiske 


talk.” 


‘*Not love to hear Miss Fiske? 
“No, Ido not. J love her, but I do not 


‘ love to hear her talk in meeting. She looks 
' at me so sadly, asifshe pitied me, as if I 
| Were one of the heathen to whom she has 


been in the habit of talking. She makes 


' me feel all the time as if I was a poor, mis- 
| rable heathen, born in Persia instead of 
_ America, There is a sermon in her very 
» countenance as she looks over the room full 


, of girls. 


& 


F 
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I don’t love to be pitied so,’’” 
“Ah, Mary, you have read her rightly. 


- She does pity you, and why should she not, 


since Christ is not your friend ?”’ 


“Yes, I know you Christians all pity us, 


“but I do not like to be classed with the 
heathen.” 


“Ah, Mary—Remember, Jesus pitied the 


people of Chorazin. He said, ‘Woe unto 
thee, Chorazin; woe unto thee, Bethsaida ; 


for if the mighty works that have been done 
in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, 
they would have repented long ago.’”” 

“Tf the Nestorian girls knew as much of 
Christ as you do, perhaps they would need 





no pity? Perhaps they would have loved 
him long ago.”’ 

Dear Miss Fiske is at rest in heaven, but 
her loving words and pitying looks, so much 
like what the Saviour’s must have been, 
will linger long in the memories and hearts 
of her pupils. Many who at first did not 
love to be pitied, have at last been led, by 
the memory of those words and looks, to 
her Saviour and her Home. 

Teachers, do our pupils see that we love 
and pity them? 8. R. M 

—~> <> > 
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Two Singers. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 
Sweet bird, the compass of thy tiny nest, 

Will scarce contain the fulness of thy song, 
Which, like a fountain, ripples o’er the brim, 
And parts the veil of morning with a hymn 

As sweet, as strong, 
As though all incense rose from but one breast. 





I sing with thee; less clear perchance, less sweet, 
For thou hast heights I never can attain; 
And when my best I have accomplished, yet 
There still remains the feeling of regret; 
The noblest strain 
That tunes my voice, falls ever incomplete. 


But thou canst round thy duty and thy song 
To perfect spheres of excellence and rhyme; 
With nought to lap upon to-morrow’s plane; 
No missing note in yesterday’s refrain ; 
But all complete, 
Thy works fit in the hollow niche of Time. 


From out my songs I miss the sweetest part; 
And daily doing fails its high behest; 
Then evening turns the key upon the day, 
With all my work unfinished, and astray 
From what is best, 
And leaves no comfort for a restless heart. 


Poor bird !—thy life will end e’en as thy lay, 

When both their.earthly mission have fulfilled: 
Some day I’ll miss thee from thy tiny nest; 
Some day no song will ripple from the breast 

That Death has chilled; 
And night, eternal night, will close thy day. 


But 7 shall still sing on; in tones more sweet, 
My soul its song of resurrection sings, 
While here, within the vestibule of Heaven 
I wait until, Love’s benediction given, 
On eagle wings 
I rise, my song of triumph to complete! 


><> 
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL OF TWO SCHOLARS. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL was once com- 

menced with only two scholars. It 
seemed discouraging enough, but the 
teacher, whose heart was in his work, was 
faithful to the two lads. One of them be- 
came a regular attendant of the school for 
several years, and when he removed to an- 
other place, his kind teacher gave hima 





Bible, with much good counsel. Doubtless 
a fervent prayer, too, followed the boy to 
his new home. 

Those years in the Sunday-school were 
most important ones to the lad. A habit 
was formed which was life-long, of church- 
going and attendance on the Sabbath- 
school. 

Twenty years after, a gentleman ac- 
costed. this teacher, and after some 
conversation, mentioned the fact that he 
was one of the two boys with which that 
Sabbath-school was commenced. He had 
come back, with his family, to the old spot, 
to engage in business there, and now de- 
sired a home in the church and the Sab- 
bath-school where he had been early 
taught the way Sf life. That Sunday-school 
instruction and that precious Bible, had 
been the means of saving his soul. Was not 
that teacher rewarded for his perseverance 
in continuing that discouraging school ? 

Oh, do not shut up the Sabbath-school 
room while a child wanders into it. Those 
little feet may yet be brought to walk the 
golden streets, if you are faithful. 

. J. EL, 


>_> —_ 
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The Grace of Patience. 


He” valuable is this Christian grace, 
and how needful in every situation in 
life. a 

Sabbath-school teacher! do you see no 
fruit of your labors? Are your prayers yet 
unanswered for your beloved class? Does 
that one of the number in whom you 
thought you could perceive a little turning 
toward Jesus, seem more trifling than ever? 
Be not discouraged. Be patient. He may 
be only seeking to hide his deeper impres- 
sions. Yet more earnestly plead for him at 
the Throne of Grace. Bring truth to bear 
upon him, and upon theothers. ‘‘In the 
morning sow thy seed, and in the evening 
withhold not thy hand: for thou knowest 
not whether. shall prosper, either this or 
that, or whether they both shall be alike 
good.”’ 

Christian! hast thou been long praying 
for some particular blessing, and does the 
answer tarry? ‘' Though it tarry, Wait for 
it; because it ill'éurely come, and will not 
tarry.” Does it..seem as*though your 
prayers wete-lost?’ Are you tempted to 
give up? Be patient, Wateh and wait,— 
only, wait seeking. Was ever any true 
prayer lost? If God does not give the Chris- 
tian what he prays for, he gives him some- 
thing else that is better for him. A child 
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may cry for edged tools, or poisonous fruit, 
but will the father give them? Does he 
not love the child more in refusing, 
than he would in giving? So with the 
Christian. No true prayer is lost. Paul’s 
case is in point. Thrice he besought the 
Lord that his thorn in the flesh might de- 
part from him. God did not grant his re- 
quest, but he gave him something else. He 
said to him, ‘‘ My grace is sufficient for 
thee.’’ So, instead of what he craved, Paul 
received the promise of the ever-certain, the 
ever-present, the ever-sufficient help of 
God’s grace. 

Let us be patient. The seed we sow, and 
water with prayers and tears, may bear fruit 
long years afterwards. .It will bear some 
fruit whether it be what we asked for, or 
some other. As Watts expresses it,— 

“Though seed lie buried long in dust, 
It sha’n’t deceive the hope; 


The precious grain can ne’er be lost, 
For grace insures the crop.” 


EFFNER BOND. 





ea —" 
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A WORD IN SEASON. 


BELOVED missionary, returned to 

this country to recruit his failing 

health, recently gave to a Sabbath-school 

the following account of the means by 
which he was led to seek the Saviour: 

When in his seventeenth year, he entered 
the employ of a wholesale merchant in 
Boston. Faithful in the discharge of his 
duty, and correct in his deportment, he soon 
won the confidence of his employer. Sur- 
rounded by temptation and a stranger to 
grace, it was a happy circumstance for him 
that the young man who shared his room 
was not only honest and upright, but a sin- 
cere Christian. 

Soon after his arrivalin Boston, our young 
friend found his way to one of the Sabbath- 
schools of the city, and was directed toa 
class of young men taught by an officer in 
the church with which the school was con- 
nected. This good man sought an early 
opportunity of addressing to the stranger a 
few earnest words on the subject of personal 
religion, and urged him to make no delay 
in seeking an interest in the Saviour, if he 
had not already done so. 

The young man answered that he was not 
a Christian ; that he had a mother who de- 
sired above all things that her children be 
found in the paths of righteousness, and 
that he himself expected some time to give 
attention to the subject of religion. 

Why not make the salvation of your soul 
the subject of immediate and prayerful at- 
tention? Why not now consecrate your- 
self to the Saviour? his teacher urged. 

Learning that his room-mate was a Chris- 
tian, the teacher advised his young friend 
to go home and talk to his companion of 
these things, and ask him to pray for him. 

The young man followed his advice. The 
two friends talked and prayed together, and 
God, who is ever found of those who seek 
him, sent an answer of peace. The words 
of his faithful Sabbath-school teacher were 
blessed of God to the saving of his soul. 

Immediately after his conversion, he be-‘ 





gan to ask, ‘ Lord, what wilt thou have me 
to do?’? He was willing to do what would 
most glorify God, and feeling that he could 
serve God best in the ministry, he resolved 
to consecrate himself to that work ; and as 
from heathen shores the cry for more labor- 
ers was borne on every breeze, this young 
Christian responded, ‘‘Here am I; send 
me.”? 

He offered himself as,a missionary, wil- 
ling to labor wherever the Lord had need 
of him. He was accepted, and has already 
spent ten years as a most faithful and suc- 
cessful missionary. N. H. H. 
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The Shadow of the Cross.* 


BY MRS. MARY BAYARD CLARKE, 


[These words have been set to music for the use 
of Sunday-schools.] 


My Saviour bore his cross for me, 
A Christian child am I; 
And in the shadow of that cross, 
Must walk until I die, 
Where e’ermy wandering foot-steps turn, 
Before me may it fall; 
On every joy and grief of life, 
To sanctify them all. 
Chorus, 
There’s a crown of glory for you, 
There’s a crown of glory for all; 
There’s a crown for you, 
There’s a crown for me, 
If we walk where the cross shall fall, 


In Faith’s clear light I’ll hold it high 
When doubting what is best; 

And where my wavering steps should turn 
T’ll see its shadow rest. 

No evil can my soul befall, 
Though pleasant paths I tread, 

If by this sign through all my life 
For evermore I’m led, 


Chorus. 


I must avoid each tempting path, 
However smooth the ground, 

On which the shadow of the cross 
Cannot by me be found; 

Must pluck no flower, however bright, 
No leaf, however green, 

Unless upon them both it can 
Without a doubt be seen, 


Chorus. 


And should it lead through rugged ways, 
Until my feet are sore, 

I’ll know I’m in the path of life, 
If it shall fall before, 

Then in the shadow of the cross, 
Though dark the pathway be, 

God, grant me strength and grace to walk, 
Till I my Saviour see, 


Chorus. 





(*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1869, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk's 
office of the District Court of the United States for 
the Eastern District of Pennsylvania,] 





Silk-Worm Christians. 


Wit? is the nature of that religion 
which satisfies itself with empty com- 
pliances of the sanctuary! Do I not see 
many men who honor the Sabbath, but 
care nothing for those people for whom the 
Sabbath was made? Many men honor the 
sanctuary, they really love prayer, they 
really glow under the hymn, they delight 
in taking official part in the services and 
duties of religion; nevertheless, so soon as 
they have performed their own duty to God 





what becomes of their life? How many 
there are that began life as the worm begins 
it, and fed voraciously until they were full, 
and then silently sloughed their worm- 
skin, and spun around about them a silken 
house! They retired from life. And you 
shall find a great many such Christian 
worms, that have had the benefit of the 
whole summer, and have retired to some 
out-of-the-way place, where, suspended, as 
it were, from the limbs of trees, in these 
silk-wound cocoons, the chrysalis waits for 
the next summer. The chrysalis is nota 
fool. There isa next summer for him. But 
if a man attempts to do the same thing; if 
he feeds upon all God’s bounties, and only 
succeeds in spinning out of his own bowels 
for himself a silken dwelling, and then 
wraps himself up in that,—there is no next 
summer to him. He will never come to be 
a butterfly, though the chrysalis will, and 
will rise up in judgment against him. He 
will be damned! Yor that which is very 
well for a bug, is very poor for a Christian. 
—fRev. H. W. Beecher. 
—_ 
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The Sweetest Name. 
BY MRS. McCONAUGHY. 


I LOVE to hear the children sing that 

little hymn entitled ‘‘The Sweetest 
Name.’”’ I wish every child in the land 
knew it, and felt in its deepest soul the sen- 
timent it expresses. Truly Jesus is the 
sweetest name on earth to those who can 
call him ‘‘ My Saviour.” 
Johannes Milins, that after his conversion 
he was never known to mention the name 
of Jesus but with downcast eyes and sincere 
emotion. Mr. Fox could never refuse a 
beggar who asked for alms in Jesus’ name. 

When the body of that poor martyr, Ju- 
lius Palmer, lay blackened to a crisp in the 
fire, and all had supposed that life was over, 
the charred lips moved once again to utter 
the words ‘‘ Sweet Jesus,’’ and he fell asleep. 
In the twinkling of an eye he had gone out 
of all sight and hearing of his persecutors, 
to that pierced heart that was waiting to 
welcome him. 

It is because Jesus is our Saviour that his 
name is thus precious. 

Plutarch tells us that when the poor 
Greeks had been long in subjection to most 
cruel oppressors, one Titus Flaminius freed 
them from their bondage. A herald was 
sent to proclaim the good news in their ears, 
and read tothem the articles of peace which 
had been concluded for them. In order to 








hear the better, they so crowded upon thé” 


messenger that he liked to have lost his 
life in the throng. But when at the second 
reading they fully comprehended the case, 
they shouted for joy, ‘‘a savior! a savior!” 
until the heavens rang with their acclama- 
tions. 

All night long the ransomed Greeks 
danced about the tent of their deliverer, 
with music and songs of praise, extolling as 
a god their benefactor and savior. 

Yet how much greater is our cause of gra- 
titude, and how much colder our returns of 
praise ! 





It is related ef— 
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“The Last Shall Be First.” 
(A Fact for Mission Sunday-School Teachers.) 


BY REV. H. CLAY TRUMBULL. 

[The Rev. H, Clay Trumbull gives the following 
encouraging incident of mission-school labor in the 
last number of “The Christian Banner” of Boston:] 
al a mission Sunday-school, several years 

ago, here in the city of Hartford, there 
was a colored boy who gave his teachers no 
little trouble. Belonging to a despised race, 
brought up in a home of poverty, amid vi- 
cious surroundings, early habituated to evil 
ways, he was by no means a hopeful subject 
of Christian effort; and only in such a 
school would he have been likely to receive 
_the care that was then bestowed on him. 
But there kind teachers labored with and 
prayed for him faithfully, although to seem- 
ing little purpose. He was rude, boisterous, 
and profane. At times, he was drunken ; 
and, on one occasion, he attempted to stab 
the superintendent. He was sent to jail for 
thirty days. His term expired on Sunday; 
and he came straight from the jail to the 
mission-school; showing thus an interest 
in the place, and those who met him there, 
that had not been looked for. Yet he was 
by no means reformed, and declared with 
an oath to his teacher that he would kill an 
officer who should again arrest him. 

By-and-bye, a teacher who loved him left 
town fora home in Bridgeport, fifty miles 
from here. Sammy evidently felt his teach- 
er’s loss keenly, and greatly mourned his 
absence. The love for his teacher was the 
first sign of real tenderness displayed by 
him. It gave fresh hope to those who 
sought his good. And he had reason to 
love that teacher ; for he had never been so 
loved or cared for by another in all his 
dreary, rough-and-tumble life. One morn- 
ing, when that teacher went to his store in 
his new home, he found Sammy sitting on 
the doorstep, waiting his coming. He had 
worked his way to Bridgeport, and thus 
found again his teacher; asking only the 
privilege of being in some way near him. 
The teacher found a place for him, and 
again he was in Sunday-school. Then he 
was put out at the State Reform school, and 
was there under Christian influence for a 
while. When the war broke out, he follow- 
ed the First Connecticut Regiment of Vo- 
lunteers to Washington as a servant of one 
of the officers. Then he was lost sight of 
for a while. 

A few months ago, Sammy called at my 
house,—no longer a poor boy, but an intel- 
ligent mar, an accredited minister of the 
gospel, and a citizen with a record of which 
many an educated son of wealthy parents 
might be proud. At the Reform School he 
had been converted, and there he had added 
to the education commenced for him at the 
Morgan-Street Mission School. In Wash- 
ington, he had attempted to instruct some 
of his race who were then in great num- 
bers pouring into the national capital from 
the land of bondage. He had been emi- 
nently successful as a teacher, and, by the 
Freedmen’s Bureau and Freedmen’s Union 
Commission, had been sent to North Caro- 
lina, There he had taught, been licensed 
Ws a preacher in the Methodist church, 





elected asa member of the Constitutional 
Convention of the State, and (gaining all 
the time by persevering study) aided in the 
editing of a religious newspaper. As he 
stood by my table, and laid down before me 
his reliable credentials, one by one, for my 
perusal,—letters from Major-Gen. Howard 
and Ex-Gov. Holden, and other notabili- 
ties, commending him for his work, and 
approving his record,—a glow of honest 
pride was in his manly face, as he said qui- 
etly, ‘‘ You see, your work in Morgan street 


was not all in vain, Mr. Trumbull.” 
* * * * * * * * 








For The Sunday-School Times, 
The King in His Glory. 


if Neovin master-pieceon which Raphael spent 

his best hours is a picture of the Trans- 
figuration. Though more than three cen- 
turies have passed away since it was exe- 
cuted, it still retains its freshness and 
beauty. It is preserved in the Vatican at 
Rome, and doubtless awakens more reve- 
rence in the hearts of its many beholders 
than the wondrous story it portrays. 

In the centre of the picture stands our 
Saviour, ‘his raiment white as the light; but 
no words can paint the seraphic glory about 
that head, so soon to be crowned with 
thorns. On either hand, floating on the 
air, appear in glory, Moses and Elias. Be- 
neath are the three disciples, overshadowed 
by a bright cloud, shielding their dazzled 
eyes with their hands as they fall prostrate 
before the heavenly voice proceeding from 
the cloud. Below the brow of the hill is 
the picture of the boy possessed by the evil 
spirit which the disciples could not cast out. 
Scribes are cavilling, physicians close their 
books which they have consulted in vain, 
the disciples confess their inability to help, 
while the mother and sister of the lad stand 
by, half frantic at his sufferings. 

The greatest pains are taken to preserve 
for ages these religious paintings of the old 
masters, while the spiritual beauty of the 
simple gospel story often leaves no impress 
on the heart. It is better to have Christ 
glorified in the soul, than upon the walls of 
our houses. A fortune is required to buy 
one of these paintings of the old artists ; but 
the humblest believer may possess a far 
more glorious image of his Lord, and may 
obtain at the last an entrance into that ce- 
lestial mansion where he may behold face 
to face ‘‘ the King in his glory.”’ Lois. 


—~~-—- 
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The Runaway Knock. 

6¢TYVEACHER,”’ said a bright, earnest- 

faced boy, ‘‘ why is it that so many 
prayers are unanswered? I do not under- 
stand. The Bible says, ‘Ask and ye shall 
receive, seek and ye shall find, knock and 
it shall be opened unto you,’ but it seems to 
me a great many knock and are not admit- 
ted.” 

‘Did you never sit by your cheerful par- 
lor fire,’ said the teacher, ‘‘on some dark 
evening, and hear a loud knocking at the 
door? Going to answer the summons, have 
you not sometimes looked out into the dark- 





ness, seeing nothing, but hearing the pat- 
tering feet of some mischievous boy, who 
knocked but did not wish to enter, and 
therefore ran away? Thus is it often with 
us. We ask for blessings, but we do not 
really expect them; we knock, but do not 
mean to enter; we fear that Jesus will not 
hear us, will not fulfill his promises, will 
not admit us, and so we go away.”’ 


‘Ah, I see,’’ said the earnest-faced boy, 
his eyes shining with the new light dawn- 
ing in his soul, ‘‘ Jesus cannot be expected 
to answer runaway knocks. He has never 
promised it. I mean to keep knocking, 


knocking, until he cannot help opening the 
door.”’ 


Trembling and weakly doubting, 
I knocked at Mercy’s gate, 
Listening yet unexpecting, 
I did not even wait! 
But stepping quickly backward, 
I watched that I might see, 
Whether the gracious Keeper 
Would open unto me. 
He came not, then I murmured: 
I murmur not to-day ; 
I’m knocking now at Mercy’s gate, 
I will not go away. J. H. M. 


ee 
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The True Gain or Loss. 


A GENTLEMAN was suddenly called 
away from life, just as he had been 
promoted toa high position in his profes- 
sion. His life had been wholly given to the 
world, and all through his short illness he 
was delirious, so that he had no realization 
of his danger until he awoke in eternity. 


‘How sad that he should be snatched 
away just as his prospects were so bright,’’ 
said many of his friends. ‘‘ Whata pity 
that he could not realize any profit from his 
promotion. That position had been the goal 
of his hopes through all his professional 
career.”’ 

So the world usually looks upon one who 
is called away from the midst of a pros- 
perous business. But death is something 
more than a sad separation from the enjoy- 
ments of life. What did anything signify 
to this poor engineer, but the state he was 
then in? What vanities the bubbles of time 
seemed to him in thateternal world. It was 
of no interest to him now that his place as 
chief engineer was filled by his rival. 
It was no part of his sorrow that he had not 
reaped the large profit his business and 
home afforded him. Oh, these little con- 
cerns of business and pleasure seem great 
things to us here, but when death comes, 
they sink down to their true importance. 


Mourn not for the dead because they 
have lost the few crumbs of enjoyment that 
earthly prosperity would have given them, 
but mourn or rejoice according as you have 
hope for them beyond the grave. As one 
has well said, ‘‘The greatness of the things 
that follow death makes all that goes before 
it sink into nothing.” J. E. L. 

———_——q— ao 
“TLOorp, I have lain 
Barren too long, and fain 
I would redeem the time, that I may be 
Fruitful to Thee; 


Fruitful in knowledge, faith, obedience, 
Ere I go hence,” 
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John S. Hart, 
I. Newton Baker, 


} Editors. 


Lesson No. 9, to be taught Sunday, Feb- 
ruary 28th, may be found in Mark 9: 14-29. 
Subject: ‘‘ Handling Hard Cases; Remo- 
ving Mountains.’’ See also Matt. 17: 14-21. 
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WE have received $2.51 for Chloe Lank- 
ton, from the Sabbath-school of the First 
Presbyterian church of Nicholson, Pa.; $1 
from Ellie and Lena, Owasco, N. Y.; $1 
from S. E. B., Beverly, Mass. ; $2 ‘‘ from 
the children of Friends’ Mission-school, 
New-York, collected a penny at a time;”’ 
$1 from S. S., Baltimore, Md. 
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FPoretastes. 


HE followers of Christ have a mingled 

lot. Joy and sorrow, sunshine and sha- 
dow, follow each other with almost the re- 
gularity of summer and winter, or of day 
and night. It was so with the twelve, who 
had the privilege of attending the personal 
ministry of the Lord himself. After every 
scene of hopefulness and comfort, there 
came generally a season of trial and humi- 
liation, after every night of sorrow some 
morning of gladness. When the miracles 
and teachings of Jesus, by their variety and 
their ever increasing power, had reached 
auch a culminating point, that the disciples 
awoke finally to the assured conviction that 
He in whose presence they stood was in 
very deed no other than the long-promised 
Messiah, that He was no mere earthly deli- 
verer, such as they had at first imagined, 
but a truly Divine being, the Only Begotten 
Son of the Father, so that Peter, speaking 
for them all, broke out into that sublime 
confession, ‘‘ Thou art the Christ, the Son 
of the Living God;’’ it must have been to 
them a moment of high and holy rapture. 
They must have felt that, now at length, 
the highest expectations of their hearts were 
realized. This Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, 
whom they had followed in his humilia- 
tions, with hearts at times full of misgiv- 
ings, now stood before their minds clearly 
attested as indeed the Lord of life and 
glory. ; 

So high was the joy which found expres- 
sion in the confession of Peter, that the 
Master found it needful to moderate their 
exhilaration,and he began forthwith tospeak 
to them more plainly than ever before of 
his approaching sufferings and death. 
The effect of these plain declarations about 
his crucifixion was to fill their hearts again 
with sorrow and dread, and after a week 
spent by them in gloom and depression, he 





once more, to those three of them at least 
who were to be most severely tried by the 
coming catastrophe, made a revelation of his 
glory far surpassing anything which they 
had yet seen. 

The event referred to is familiarly known 
as THE TRANSFIGURATION. It is some- 
thing quite unique in the gospel history, 
and has in all ages madea strong impression 
upon the mind of the universal church. To 
no human eye has amore glorious vision 
ever been accorded than that given on this 
occasion to the three disciples, Peter, James 
and John. Moses on Mount Sinai, and 
Ezekiel by the river Chebar, and John him- 
self at a later day on the Isle of Patmos, 
may have had visions more terribly sublime. 
But the appearance of Jesus on the Mount 
of Transfiguration, more than anything 
else recorded in the Bible, seems intended 
as a foretaste of that perfect bliss which 
awaits the believer when, in heaven itself, 
with open vision, he shall look into the face 
of his glorified Lord. His appearance was 
indeed unspeakably glorious, and yet the 
glory was not of that overpowering kind 
which would have terrified the disciples, 
and taken from them all sense of enjoyment. 
The light which shone all around him, and 
which also shone out from him, and even 
from his garments, that they became white 
and glistering, so as no fuller on earth could 
whiten them, was yet so softened to the eyes 
of the disciples that their love was awakened 
even more than their wonder. He who, by 
a momentary dropping of the veil, thus 
stood before them in clear vision as very 
God, was still in the flesh as man, to their 
apprehension,—not beyond the reach of 
their human sympathies, not speaking to 
them in a voice of terror, but with infinite 
tenderness ‘‘ coming”’’ to each of them, and 
‘touching’? them. How assuring must 
have been this loving little act! How sen- 
sibly it must have made them feel, that the 
wonderful Being, who was thus gloriously 
transfigured, was still their human friend, 
Jesus, the man with whom they had walk- 
ed up the mountain together. Surely, if 
ever human hearts on earth have had a fore- 
taste of that which makes the crowning 
bliss of heaven, it must have been “ Peter, 
James and John,’’ on the Mount of Trans- 
figuration. No wonder that, in the fulness 
of their joy, they wished to build taberna- 
cles there for Jesus and his heavenly guests, 
and to abide there evermore! 

There are moments, in the lives of most 
believers, when they have precious views 
of Jesus, when they are up with him in the 
mount, and with strong faith they see him 
almost as with open vision, and they would 





fain abideevermore in that ecstatic and bliss- 
fulcondition. Butsuch isnot meant to beour 
normal condition here, any more than it 
was that of the twelve. The Master gives 
us occasionally a foretaste of the happiness 
to come, that we may not be discouraged 
on our way, and to allure us forward in our 
course; but we may not expect to be ever 
in this exalted state of enjoyment. We 
have no right to look for the feast here, but 
only an occasional foretaste, just enough to 
keep our appetites keen for that fulness of 
joy which shall be hereafter. 


<> > 


For The Sunday-School Times, 

The Sunday-School and the Institute, 

BY THE REV. ROBERT LOWRY. 

(The following statement of the progress of Sun- 
day-school work, to the development of the Insti- 
tute movement, is taken from an opening address 
of Mr. Lowry, before the late Long Island Baptist 
Institute, of which he was Conductor. ] 

— Sunday-school, in its modern phase, 

is but an outcropping of practical reli- 
gious life. It runs its roots down into 
Christian faith, and demonstrates its vita- 
lity by healthful, serviceable fruit. It de- 
rives its sustenance from the grace of God, 
and takes its authority from the Holy Scrip- 
tures. Itoffers a labor-field for every Chris- 
tian worker, and treats of the topics that 
relate to two worlds. 

If its form is a novelty, its work is as old 
as religion. Modes of action change with 
the succession of generations ; the ends con- 
templated are the same. A very homely 
vehicle carried our fathers on their slow 
and sure journey ; theswiftly speeding rail- 
road train can scarcely satisfy the impetu- 
ous spirit of their children. The old shells 
cannot contain the new spirit. The past 
may suggest to us magnificent purposes; 
the present must furnish us with effective 
processes. 

The Sunday-school has brought with it a 
train of activities peculiar to itself. It has 
impressed the pen into new forms of litera- 
ture. It has demanded an entirely new 
order of editorship. It has constructed un- 
wonted systems of catechising. It has 
created new modes of culture. It has revo- 
lutionized old styles of singing. It has pro- 
duced new facilities for instruction. It has 
supplemented the discipline of home. It 
has supplanted the training of the street. 
It has disturbed the sleepy security of the 
churches. It has popularized the study of 
the Bible. It has utilized the energies 
of religious idlers. It has enlisted the pro- 
foundest interest of communities. It has 
focalized the religious sympathy of nations. 

The Sunday-school proposes to indoctri- 
nate young minds in the truths of the Scrip- 
tures, and fortify old minds against the in- 
roads of unbelief. The aim of the Sunday- 
school work is conversion and sanctification. 
The Sunday-school is not a place for either 
listlessness or diversion. The most solemn 
interests that can engage an immortal soul 
demand consideration there. A_ service 
that is merely perfunctory is worse than 
useless. A Sunday-school that deals in 
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show instead of substance, forms instead of 
facts, tinsel instead of truth, senses instead 
of souls, demeans its high intention and 
perverts its holy calling. Whatever may 
contribute to the clarifying of its aim, the 
purifying of its character, the invigorating 
ofits powers for an effective spiritual work, 
must be hailed with gratitude and joy by 
every subject of the Messiah’s kingdom. 

The Sunday-School Teachers’ Institute is 
the latest form of Sunday-school vitality. 
It is an attempt to answer the question, 
‘‘ How can we better qualify ourselves for 
our work?’ It has risen to a prominence 
and power which enlist the attention of the 
best Christian minds. It is developing a 
class of instructors who are found to possess 
peculiar aptitude for enlightening and 
arousing the masses of Sunday-school work- 
ers. It is steadily growing in the respect 
and affection of all who are laboring for 
souls. 

The Institute does not pretend to be a 
mere religious jollification. It is not a pul- 
pit for mummied sermons,.nor a platform 
for eloquent generalities. It does not intend 
to furnish occasion for puerile platitudes, 
nor afford an opportunity for mutual admi- 
ration. If any one should waste the time of 
these assembled workers with delectation 
without profit, he would mistake the pur- 
pose and the spirit of those whose patience 
he abuses. 


The Institute means work. The multi- 
form questions that rise up in the desk and 
the class are here to be metand illuminated. 
The whole skeleton of the Sunday-school 
organization is to be disjointed and rearti- 
culated. The various departments of the 
Sunday-school are to be reproduced and vi- 
talized. The failures in government or in- 
struction are to be discussed and their 
remedy suggested. The discouragements 
of the teachers are to be conside:ed and the 
causes removed. The best modes of ren- 
dering the Sunday-school efficient are to be 
intelligently and practically presented. The 
use of the Blackboard—the province of 
Question-Books—the employment of Music 
—the material of the Library—the teaching 
of Sacred Geography—the uniformity of 
Lessons—the instruction of Bible-Classes— 
the treatment of the Infant Department— 
the uses of Illustration—the Relations of 
the Sunday-school—the Mission Work 
among the Destitute—the Preparation of 
the Teacher—the Teacher’s Reward—these 
are some of the topics that invite prayerful 
study and intelligent discussion. 


The Institute is at once the expression of 
a necessity and an effort to meet that neces- 
sity. If its exercises do not impart instruc- 
tion to the ignorant and quicken the pulse 
of the sluggish, it is an impudent pretender 
to a dignity and power for which it has no 
rightful claim. If it does possess both brain 
and heart to make others wiser and better, 
a failure to improve its obvious advantages 
must rest with those whom it seeks to bene- 
fit. Let there be a vigorous employment of 
thought and lead-pencil, by all who attend 
these gatherings, and the blessings of the 
Institute will be carried into the Sunday- 
schoo! life, 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


How To Study a Bible-Lesson. 


BY EDWIN WILBUR RICE. 
TUDY it with a devout spirit. Without 
this you will but ‘walk about Zion,” 
‘tell her towers,’’ or ‘‘mark well her bul- 
warks,’’ but never enter her glorious tem- 
ple or cross the threshold of her ‘‘ most holy 
place.’’ You study philosophy with a phi- 
losophic spirit; you read poetry in a poetic 
spirit; so you must study the Bible with a 
religious spirit. 

Study it with a spirit of prayer for Divine 
illumination. There are dark passages. 
Your understanding may need ‘‘ to be open- 
ed.’’ Beneath Divine light difficult pas- 
sages will brighten; your mental vision 
will grow clear; truth will appear in no 
distorted forms, but in natural symmetry 
and glory. Before the mercy seat the ever- 
lasting Light that dwelleth between the 
Cherubim will shine forth, and the glory 
of the Lord will rise upon thy soul. 

Study it in aspirit of genuine humility. 
Put aside all pride of wisdom, all arrogance, 
all self-sufficiency. With humility sit at 
Jesus’ feet ; look up into his face, and catch 
the lesson from his lips. ‘‘ The meek will 
he teach his way.”’ 

Study it in aspirit of sacred reverence. 
As you enter this holy temple of truth, 
‘put off thy shoes from off thy feet.’’ 
When you hear God’s voice, wrap your face 
in your mantle, and stand with a reverend 
spirit at the door of your cave, as the Lord 
whispers truth into the depths of your soul. 

Study it inaspirit of patient industry. 
Never trust your native readiness. Lay not 
on God’s altar that which costs you nothing. 
Begin early, and let the lesson live in your 
mind during the week. Bound to the car 
of business with whirl and rapid rush, pa- 
tiently redeem some leisure hours for this 
holy work. Never forget that question- 
papers and books and commentaries are but 
helps—mere finger-boards to guide you 
along a path you must walk with your own 
feet. Toil on, when discouraged; pray 
when disheartened; persevere when obsta- 
cles oppose; industriously gather golden 
grains of wisdom; and abundant sheaves 
shall the Lord of the harvest grant to such 
a teacher. 

a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


Superintendents’ Talking. 
WE. have been lately given to understand 

in The Times, that superintendents 
talk too much in their schools. Perhapsso. 
But the question arises, How much time 
ought they to occupy in reviewing and ex- 
plaining the lesson? I will give you the 
practice in our school, and wish others 
would do the same. 


Our superintendent usually talks from 
five to twelve minutes. He does not ask 
general or particular questions on each 
verse; the teachers are supposed to have 
done that. Heselects the important idea of 
the lesson, or ‘‘The Golden Text,” as the 
‘““Weekly Lesson’”’ terms it, and tries to 
explain and impress it upon the hearts of 
thescholars. How? Mainly by illustration. 





= 


He believes, judging from observation and 
experience, and above all from the practice 
of the Great Teacher, that the best, I had 
almost said the only way to fix the truths of 
the lesson in the hearts and consciences of 
the young, is by means of good illustrations. 
But can we always findthem? Yes, if we 
search for them ‘as for hid treasures,’’ 
But this takes time. Well, if we are not 
willing to devote time, and thought, and 
study, in order to prepare ourselves to do 
good, either as superintendent or teacher, 
we are not in our proper calling. 

I think many superintendents spend quite 
too much time in asking leading, questions, 
and making general remarks, which, though 
they may be good, yet make no durable im- 
pression. It is far better to impress one im- 
portant truth indelibly on the heart, than 
to preach half an hour. c. 8. P. 


——___— a 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


THE LIBRARY. 


N the ‘‘ Question-Box”’ recently occurred 
this sentence: ‘‘The distribution of the 
library is a vexed question.’’ It was so to 
us once; but some ten years ago we adopted 
the following plan, and what was before a 
serious annoyance to the librarians, anda 
positive detriment tothe good order and 
welfare of the school, became at once a 
pleasant occupation to the librarians, and a 
help, instead of a hindrance, to the school. 
Cards about three inches by four are fur- 
nished to every member of the school, on 
one side of which are printed the following 
‘* Library Regulations.”’ 


frome Sire Sabtath- Gi, 


SALEM. 
Library Regulations. 








1, Always keep upon the back of this card 
the number of AT LEAST TWENTY BOOKS, in 
the order in which you prefer them, to 
be présented to the Librarian with your re- 
turned book, 

2. When a book is returned to the Library 
without a. card, a slip of paper with the person’s 
nyme upon it must be inserted in the book in 
placeofthecard. . | 

8. No cards received at the Library after the 
opening of the School. 

4. No book allowed to be taken from the 
Library until the previous one is returned, 

5. No book can be kept from the Library over 
three weeks. 

6. No exchange of books, or of cards allowed. 

7, New cards must be obtained of the Libra- 
rian out of School hours. 

8 All books must be returned to the Library 
on the last Sabbath in November. 











The other side of this card is left blank, 
for the teacher’s or scholar’s name to be 
written at the top, with the number of the 
class. Then, having distributed catalogues 
of the books in the library, which had bet- 
ter be arranged in three divisions, viz. : the 
infant department, from No.1 to No. 200, 
more or less; the youth’s department, from 
No. 200 to No. 500; and the adult depart- 
ment, from No. 500 upwards—the books in 
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each department being arranged and cata- 
logued alphabetically,—the system is in 
working order. For example: a scholar 
brings his card with some twenty or more 
numbers upon it, of the books he desires to 
get, and leaving it at the library before the 
opening of the school, passes to his class. The 
assistant librarian takes the card and selects 
from the library the first book marked on it 
that is on the shelves, at the same time draw- 
inga pencil-line across the number, and slip- 
ping the card into the book, passing the vo- 
lume to the librarian, who enters its num- 
ber on his record, and lays the book aside. 
About ten sninutes before the school closes, 
the librarian and his assistants take the se- 
lected books, and distribute them among 
the classes quietly. By this system a whole 
school may take books from the library 
every Sabbath without the least interrup- 
tion toits exercises. Some minor details of 
the practical workings of this, the best 
library system I have ever known, have 
been omitted for the purpose of abbrevia- 
tion, but these will readily suggest them- 
selves to any librarian trying the plan. 
> <» 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


(This is your “box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 

Questions. 
To what extent should Sunday-schools be 
graded? 











Answers. 

To Question on page 54.—‘‘ Is it the duty 
of asuperintendent to continue a teacher’s 
meeting, when only four or five out of 
twenty-eight teachers can be persuaded to 
attend ?’’ Itshould be the pleasure of the 
superintendent—not duty—to continue his 
teachers’ meetings. Even if he should only 
induce two or three to come—he should still 
gather them around him, and pray for 
God’s blessing on those that neglect so great 
a privilege. The promise is to the few: 
‘* Where two or three are gathered together 
in my name, there am I in the midst of 
them.”’ I have found that by inviting the 
scholars to our teachers’ meetings, it makes 
them more interesting. They see that our 
aim is the salvation of their precious souls. 

> ee, A 


To the Question on page 66, I would give 
the following Answers: Ist. I would not 
make a Sabbath-school session, in general, 
longer than one hour and a quarter. 2d. I 
would make the programme of exercises 
substantially as follows: The first 15 mi- 
nutes I would spend in singing, having all 
the school to take a part. The next 10 mi- 
nutes I would spend in reciting, in concert, 
The Commandments, or Apostles’ Creed, or 
The Beatitudes, or some scriptural lesson, 
at the close of which all join in prayer; here 
call all the officers and teachers to their feet, 
in order, by the tap of the bell; then have 
the roll called, and all answer in a clear and 
distinct voice, which will not take over 5 
minutes. All now proceed to the lesson of 
the day for 30 minutes. I would have the 





bell rung 5 minutes before the close of the 
lesson, so that all might know the time and 
prepare for closing their instructions. Now 
let the superintendent or pastor of the 
church take 10 minutes to catechise the 
school on the lesson, and give the black- 
board exercise on the lesson, and make a 
personal application of the same. You now 
have 5 minutes to make announcements or 
otherwise, as demands may require. Then 
let all join in singing, and dismiss each class 
in order by the tap of the bell, and you will 
avoid confusion, and a fine imipression will 
be made as the scholars pass out one by 
one. 

With this programme of exercises I have 
conducted a school of some 300 scholars, and 
there is a growing interest all the time in 
the school. However, others may be just as 
good. L. C. B. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.} 

A Large Bible-School—Fifty-Third Anni- 
versary— 


One of the Sunday-school attractions of Phi- 
ladelphia is the adult Bible-school of the Fifth 
Baptist church, located at Eighteenth and 
Spring Garden streets. It is believed to be one 
of the largest, if not the largest, adult Sabbath- 
school in the country. It meets on Sabbath 
afternoon, and fills the whole spacious body of 
the church, which is one of the most elegant 
and costly in that pleasant section of the city. 
Warren Randolph, D. D., is pastor; Deacon 
Thomas Tolman, General Superintendent ; 
James H. Eldredge, Superintendent of the 
Adult, and Joseph H. Mann, of the Interme- 
diate Departments respectively, with an accom- 
plished lady teacher at the head of the large 
Infant-class. The whole school has thus its 
three departments: the Infant, containing 248 
scholars; the Intermediate, composed of 40 
classes, containing from 5 to 14 scholars each, 
and a total of 446; and the Adult, of 24 classes, 
(none being admitted under sixteen years of 
age) containing from 6 to 80 scholars each, and 
a total of 554. The grand total of membership, 
teachers and scholars, is thus 1,248. 

Recently the jifty-third anniversary of this 
school was celebrated under very interesting 
and rather imposing circumstances. The 
largest hall in the city, the American Aca- 
demy of Music, was hired. The floor was 
occupied by the school exclusively. The 
friends of the school filled the circles 
around, tickets of admission, at a price, 
being required. The programme was costly, 
unique, and beautiful. Everything was con- 
ducted on a grand scale, befitting the cause 
and the occasion. The object of the seeming 
display was not eclat, but a commendable de- 
sire to prove that enterprise and good manage- 
ment may be successfully employed in the 
cause of religion, as well as in worldly affairs. 
Here was a grand entertainment, purely reli- 
gious in its design and conduct, pleasing and 
delighting, yet leaving no sting behind it. 

Punctually at the hour, the curtain rose, and 
a bright surprise burst upon the audience. 
Nearly 300 little children, the choristers of the 
evening, sat upon raised seats back of the stage, 
making a beautiful living tableau. How they 
were seated, without the buzz of little voices 
and shuffling of little feet making their pre- 























sence known to the waiting audience, was a 
mystery. It was an index to the good order 
and precision that marked every part of the 
programme. 

After an invocation of the divine presence 
by Superintendent Tolman, the children sang 
a hymn with a fine echo effect, and the infant- 
class followed with a recitation in concert of 
the twenty-third Psalm. Prayer was then 
offered by Dr. Randolph, the pastor, and after 
another song, “‘A Voice from the Infant- 
School,” a little boy, presented the report of the 
Infant-class in a clear, manly tone. It showed 
a membership during the year of 162 girls and 
153 boys, total 315. Transferred to the Inter- 
mediate Department, 40; left, 25; removed by 
death, 2; leaving the present membership 248, 
as above stated. 

Eight scholars next stepped forward, and 
sang a piece called “The Little Pilgrims; 
after which Mr. Tolman presented his report 
as General Superintendent. In addition to the 
facts above mentioned, as to the membership 
and constituency of the school, he stated that 
the adult school had been in operation only 
since 1865, three years, but its growth had been 
remarkable. They meet in the main audience 
room of the church, and have their opening 
and closing exercises, as in other Sabbath- 
schools. Some scholars are over 70 years of 
age. More than 40 were converted during the 
year and added to the church. The plan ofan 
adult school is no longer an experiment with 
them, but a glowing success. From a small 
beginning, they bid fair now to be limited only 
by the capacity of the church to hold them. 
A single class (not the largest) reported 43 at 
the beginning of the year, and 35 added, left 
28, leaving the present membership 50. Con- 
versions from that class 13; its weekly class 
prayer-meetings 52; prayer-meetings held 
with the school 13; visits made by teacher and 
scholars 600; tracts distributed 940; contribu- 
tions $54.22, If any should ask the secret of 
the success of this school in gathering in adults, 
the answer was work ; the secret of its holding 
together, work ; the secret of the interest main- 
tained, work—work by the pastor, work by the 
superintendent, work by the officers and teach- 
ers, and work by the scholars. Their motto for 
the coming year is, ‘‘ We are laborers together 
with God.”’ 

Fourteen young misses next sang a beautiful 
song, the whole school seated in the audience, 
joining in the chorus,. A dialogue on “Our 
Church Bible-School” was the next exercise; 
a history of the establishment, design, and 
effects of the school being ingeniously present- 
ed in this deeply interesting form. They call 
it their Bible-school, because the Bible is their 
text-book, and instruction out of it their great 
object, and it seems more fitting to designate 
the school by the leading object it has in view, 
than the mere day on which it meets. The 
success of the plan in retaining the older scho- 
lars, and in exciting a love for Bible study and 
growth in Scripture knowledge, were plea- 
santly brought out in the dialogue. 

The address of the evening was then mado 
by the Rev. H. M. Gallaher, of Brooklyn. It 
was an eloquent plea for Bible study, showing 
up especially the peerless beauty of the Word 
in its sublime poetry, its matchless eloquence, 
and its every other element of attractive and 
enduring literary merit, that commend it as 
the Book of God, and the light and guide and 
hand-book of man. The exercises were closed 
with music, the doxology, and benediction. 

On the programme was a cut of the church 
edifice, and a brief epitome of the history of 
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the school from its organization in 1815 down 
to the present time. Thechurch will be recog- 
nized over our country and the Christian world 
as the one which had the honor of daily holding 
the “Sansom Street Prayer-Meeting” during 
the great revivals of 1857 and 1860. Maya revi- 
val power and blessing rest upon it, and mark 
its labors in all the future! 





Hunterdon Gounty, New Jersey— 

The eighth Institute was held in this county 
on the 19th, 20th, and 21st-of January, at the 
Reformed church, White House, under the di- 
rection of Rev. C. S. Conkling, County Secre- 
tary. It proved another success. The county 
still maintains its purpose of essentially doing 
its own work, carrying out the doctrine incul- 
cated by its Corresponding Secretary at the 
Camden State Convention, viz.: ‘ Discover 
your own stars, develope your own men.” 
Fourteen of the clergymen of the county, be- 
sides many of the laymen, participated in the 
exercises of the Institute. Some of the ad- 
dresses were of a high order, both in prepara- 
tion and performance, whilst all were emi- 
nently practical, consisting not of antiquated 
speeches, on the importance of certain qualifi- 
cations and attainments, but well answering 
the pertinent questions, “‘ Why? and How 2” 

The address of Rev. W. B. Voorhees, on the 
“Teacher a Progressive Man,’’ was ordered for 
publication in full. C. B. Stout, formerly of 
Hunterdon, now of New Brunswick, and Cor- 
responding Secretary of Middlesex county, was 
present throughout the sessions, and wrought 
nobly as usual. 

Samuel W. Clark, Esq., State Secretary, was 
on hand on Wednesday evening, and gavea 
most lucid exposition of the blackboard, with 
its proper uses and oft abuses, thus showing 
how “to chalk talk,’’ and not “to talk chalk.” 
Mrs. Clark, wife of the Secretary, greatly de- 
lighted and edified the Institute with a fine 
model of an Infant-class lesson. Rev. Secre- 
tary Le Fevre, of Somerset, gave an address on 
the present hindrances to the work. Prof. 
Perkins efficiently conducted the music, and 
seemed to impart much of his vitality to the 
assembly. 

The attendance upon the sessions was large— 
at times the building was crowded, but the 
kind hospitality was more than adequate to the 
members. The pastor of the church has en- 
tered heartily into the Institute work, and 
proves himself one more live Sunday-school 
man in Hunterdon. The next Institute will 
beheld at Flemington, on the 9th, 10th, and 
llth of March. 





Personal— 

The Rev. E. P. Hammond, the Evangelist, 
has returned from Europe, and begun his la- 
bors with the children at Rochester, N. Y. 
For two or three weeks past he has been hold- 
ing meetings in connection with the Brick and 
Central Presbyterian churches, with encoura- 
ging success, 





Wisconsin Awake— 

Sparta held a successful Teachers’ Institute 
on January 20th, 2lstand 22d. It was, by far, the 
most instructive one they ever attended. The 
defects of local schools were kindly mentioned, 
and remedies suggested. The questions asked 
showed the mature experience of the teachers, 
and their love for the work. Superintendents 
were appointed a committee to arrange for an- 
other Institute early in the summer. Deacon 
Byron and Rev. E. W. Rice were conductors, 

Hartland holds an Institpte February 9th and 
10th; Brodhead, llth and 12th; Milton, 16th 





and 17th; Bloomington, 23d and 24th. The 
good work goes on harmoniously. There is 
no friction between the State Convention and 
other Sunday-school agencies. Why should 
there be? Are not all engaged in one great 
and glorious work? R. 
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LESSON No. 8. 


(For Sunday, February 21, 1869.) 
The Transfiguration. 











MATT. I7; 1-13: MARK 9: 2-13; LUKE 9: 28-36, 


EXPOSITION. 


Verse 1. After six days—At the close of the sixth 
day after Peter’s offence; the Transfiguration pro- 
bably occurred in the latter part of the night, or 
early part of the morning, which would make the 
aboul eight days of Luke. lf we could allow the de- 
clared establishment of the church to have occurred 
upon the First Day of the week, this count would 
bring the Transfiguration also upon the First Day, 
or Christian Sabbath. . .. Jesus takelh Peter—Satan 
had desired to have him; indeed had sorely over- 
come him; but a week’s meditation upon the doc- 
trine of the Cross, and converse with the Master, 
and reflection upon his sin, had doubtless prepared 
him for this privilege. Peter, as usual, is named 
first..... Jamesand John—These three were also 
thus favored at the raising of Jairus’s daughter, and 
in Gethsemane. ... . His brother—Sweet fraternity, 
of flesh and of spirit alike! ..... Bringeth them— 
They followed in faith, as Isaac followed Abraham 
to the top of Moriah. .... Mountain—Tabor, about 
six miles due east of Nazareth in Galilee, is the tra- 
ditional scene of the Transfiguration. But for the 
following reasons, it is better to believe that Mount 
Hermon was the true locality. (1) The preceding 
events were in the vicinity of this mountain, at its 
very base, among the villages scattered through the 
surrounding wadys and along the adjacent slopes 
and spurs, (2). Although six days is ample time for 
a journey from Hermon to Tabor, a distance of 
about 65 miles, yet it is more natural to suppose the 
mountain in whose very shadow the preceding 
events plainly occurred, than to suppose this dis- 
tant and unaccountable transition to the other side 
of the sea. (8). Some of the incidental features of 
the narrative, as the reference to snow, and to the 
light cloud, both of which are characteristic of Her- 
mon, (4). The solitudes of Hermon agree better 
with the facts and with the “apart by themselves” of 
the text, than the summit of Tabor, which at that 
time was undoubtedly fortified and inhabited. (5). 
Matt. 17: 22; compared with Mark 9: 30, indicate that 
it wus after this event that the Lord returned toand 
passed through Galilee. (6), The coming to Caper- 
naum, Matt, 17: 24, as the first place mentioned after 
their return from Trachonitis, would agree with 
this view, as Capernaum would be the first place of 
importance in Galilee on the great Damascus road 
leading from the Jaulan. (7), In case Tabor be sup- 
posed, the statement in Mark 9: 30, he would not (he 
did not wish) that any man should know his presence 
in Galilee, hardly agrees with the fact that after 
coming down from the mount the disciples are 
found openly disputing with thescribes in the pre- 
sence of much people, (8). The presence of scribes 
near Cesarea Philippi is not inconsistent, as the 
city was in the limits of Manasseh. (9). Neither 
would the snows of Hermon present any barrier to 
such an incident, at that time of the year, the latter 
part of May; and it is not necessary to suppose that 
the party climbed entirely to the summit. During 
the summer the snow lies packed in the ravines 
which score the sides of the mountain, giving the 
top the white-streaked@ appearance so often noted. 
(10). The expression “ high mountain” is more appli- 
cable to Hermon than Tabor, the former being about 
9,500 feet, the latter less than 1,000 feet in height. 
However, the only condition in the locality essen- 


[*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the 
year 1868, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s 
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tial to the narrative is solitude; the place must 
have been one in which they were apart by them- 
selves, Inthe large Commentaries, Lange himself 
(on Matthew) says Hermon; whilst Oosterzee (on 
Luke) arguesforTabor. The latter, however, quotes 
a Dutch theologian, Meyboom, as favoring a south- 
ern peak of Anti-Lebanon, called Dschebel Escheik, 
apparently not knowing that Jebel esh-Sheikh is 
Mount Hermon. Doubtless the southwestern ridge 
of Hermon is referred to, which is separated from 
the central ridge and summits,by the deep ravine 
El-Asal, and which directly overhangs the terrace 
and town of Banais, or Cesarea Philippi. It is not 
indeed unlikely that this part of Esh-Sheikh, or 
Hermon, was the scene of the Transfiguration. 
Luke adds that they went to pray; a custom of our 
Lord's, which would give sufficient reason to all 
the disciples for his retirement without questioning 
orremark, Jesus often resorted to mountains for 
prayer. Indeed it seems to have been a human 
trait, as men in all ages have made “high places” 
the seats of worship; doubtless moved by the 
thought or fancy of greater nearness to the heavenly 
world. 

2. And was transfigured,—as he prayed, Luke adds, 
The same word isused in Matthew and Mark, while 
Luke omits it. Matthew speaks of both the change 
of face and of raiment, as does Luke also: Mark 
only of the raiment. The original word is used in 
the New Testament only here and at Rom. 12: 2, and 
2 Cor. 3:18. In Rom. 12 it occurs in Paul’s exhorta- 
tion to present the body a living sacrifice, not con- 
formed to this world, but transformed (transfigured) 
by the renewing of your mind. This wouldseem to 
refer to a change of outward life as the result of a re- 
newed soul. The word used in 2 Cor,, follows the 
comparison to the glory of the old and new dispene 
sation, of which the shining of Moses’s face in the 
mount forms the basis; and refers chiefly to the 
glorification of the body, but through the spirit, as 
appears from the following chapter, especially at 
verse 7 and following. It would seem, therefore, 
from the force of the original word, from its New 
Testament significance, and from the narrative 
itself, that by transfigured is meant that the person 
of Christ was so changed from its ordinary outward 
appearance, as to shine with great brightness; and 
that this was probably the result and the manifes- 
tation of the glory of his Divine nature, which was 
commonly restrained within the usual human ap- 
pearance, but which now burst forth and illumi- 
nated not only his body, but his clothing and all 
surrounding objects. There is no ground to think 
this bodily illumination a reflection from the glory 
around Moses and Elias, for it was Christ’s own glory 
which chiefly attracted the Apostles’ eyes, (see Luke 
5: 82), and the bright cloud did not appear until after 
the Transfiguration. ..... As the sun—as light—A 
difference is evidently marked here; the inward 
glory of Christ shining directly from the face, but 
subdued by shining through the garments..... Rai- 
ment—The original is plural, meaning both the 
mantle or cloak, a quadrangular piece of cloth like a 
Scotch plaid, used as an outer covering, and the 
tunic, or long shirt-like garment worn next theskin. 
Thesé garments in Palestine were usually made 
from wool, and were generally the white color of 
the original materials; a fact to which Mark refers, 
verse 8, as though to guard against any thought of 
the Apostles being deceived by natural or artificial 
whiteness. It was perhaps thissame mantle which 
afterward fell to the lot of one of the Roman Exe- 
cutioners. Had relics been of value in the Aposto- 
lic age, weBhould surely have heard something ot 
this. 

3. Moses and Elias—Moses the giver of the Law, 
Elijah the restorer of Prophecy; representatives of 
great eras in the church. Both had visions of Jeho- 
vah upon Mount Horeb. Both were mysteriously 
translated to heaven. Moses after death, if we 
so interpret Jude 9, Elijah before, and the locality 
of both these events was in the vicinity of Mount 
Nebo, beyond Jordan, opposite Jericho, in sight of, 
and nearly on the same parallel with, Mount Olivet, 
the scene of Christ’s ascension. Moses is the prin- 
cipal figure. They appeared in glory, Lukeadds. ... 
Talking with him.—They spoke of his decease (Greek 
the Exodus of him) which he was about to fulfil at 
Jerusalem—Luke—the same theme which had so 
lately engaged the thoughts of Christ and his A pos- 
tles. Thus the Apostles were led to associate the 
heavenly glory with the earthly humiliation, the 
conquering with the suffering Messiah. Henceforth 
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the glory of the Cross quenches its shame, and the 
doubting Disciples learn the exaltation of the Only 
Theme. Law and Prophecy in the persons of their 
great representatives testify. that “it behooved 
Christ to suffer and to enter into glory!” The im- 
pressions left upon the minds of two of the eye-wit- 
nesses of this Transfiguration were deepened con- 
victions of the Saviour’s Divine Sonship, ‘‘ We be- 
held his glory as of the only begotten of the Father.” 
John 1: 14. “We were eye-witnesses of his ma- 
jesty,” says Peter. 2 Peter 1: 16,17, 18. It is doubt- 
less chiefly from tifis standpoint that we must view 
the whole event, remembering also its relations to 
the preceding announcement of the Crucifixion. 
This appearance of Moses and Elijah is often quoted 
by Spiritualists to sanction their doctrine of spirit- 
visitations. But apart from the peculiarities of 
their decease, the mission of Moses and Elijah to 
the earth is evidently represented as fully as much 
an exception to ordinary laws of the spirit-world, 
as the Transfiguration was to physical laws; a fact 
which goes against the spiritualists; as does also the 
side remark of Luke, verse 33, concerning the re- 
quest of Peter that the prophets remain. 

4. Tabernacles—Temporary booths, made of 
branches, are often used by the people of these re- 
gions. Peter’s humility is shown here, both in his 
If Thou wilt, and in the absence of any provision for 
himselfand companions. One for Thee—even in the 
presence of Prophet-spirits, Christ is to Peter first 
and most honorable. He would willingly abide in 
such company,even asa servant, This remark, ac- 
cording to Luke, was made while Elijah and Moses 
were separating themselves from Jesus. 


&. Overshadowed them, i. e., Jesus and the Disci- 
ples, The cloud came between them and the forms 
of Moses and Elijah, and enveloped thém. The dis- 
ciples feared as they entered into it, (Luke,) which 
implies some peculiarity plainly indicating a super- 
natural presence, Clouds were often associated with 
God's presence, Exodus 18: 21. The Pillar of cloud; 
Exodus 19: 9and 16; Exodus 40: 34, The cloud in 
the Tabernacle, and 1 Kings 8: 10, 11, in The Temple. 
Voice.—God had shown himself to Moses in the 
CLOUD, and to Elijah in the “still, small vorcr.” 
The same Voice testified of Christ at his baptism; 
and afterward, John 12; 28, Well pleased—whichis 
the ground of our hope of pleasing God; for we are 
made one with Christ by faith. Hear ye him—Spoken 
to the Representatives of the Church, and for all to 
alltime. The Father thus points out Jesus as the 
Prophet like unto Moses, to whom the Faithful were 
to hearken, Deuteronomy 18: 15, What acompany! 
Earth was never before so honored. MosEs and 
EL1JAH—the representatives of the Past, of Law and 
Prophecy, andof the Heavenly world; the Apostles— 
representatives of the Coming,—of the Gospel, and of 
the Earthly, Kingdom; CHRIst JEsus—in whom 
met and centred Past and Future, Law and Gospel, 
Heaven and Earth; and the ETERNAL FATHER, an- 
nouncing and authorizing his BELOVED Son as the 
Eternal Law-giver and Prophet of men. 

6. 7. Fell—sore afraid—a great increase of terror, 
but mingled with awe, reverence, as knowing the 
voice of God. Note the same effect, Daniel 10: 8, 9; 
and on John again, Revelation 1: 17, where also the 
touch relieves. The touch of the cloud, and the 
voice of the Father bring fear; the touch and voice 
of Jesus restore confidence; it is a fine illustration 
of the need and the office of the “ Mediator between 
God and man, the Man Christ Jesus.” 

&. Lifted up their eyes—Mark says, suddenly, show- 
ing the immediate effects of Christ’s touch; and 
adds, that they looked round about. No man—neither 
Moses nor Elijah; Jesus only, alone, (Luke,) with 
themselves, (Mark.) The Law ends; Prophecy is 
fulfilled; the sway of Moses and Elijah over human 
hearts and lives is done; henceforth “Jesus only,” 
remains for hopes and faith of men. “ Only”—but 
“all in all!’ 

9. Tell no man—Having chosen these three as wit- 
nesses of the vision, it is not strange that the great 
favor vouchsafed should be withheld until all could 
fully understand, Even these three stumbled at 
the Resurrection, by which Christ limits the com- 
mand tosecrecy, (Mark,) and the others would 
hardly have borne the wonders of the transfigura- 
tion. Besides, the facts, if known, might have awa- 
kened jealousy among the less favored. Luke re- 
cords that they kept the secret. 

10, It oceurred to the minds of the Disciples that 
this appearance of Elijah was a fulfillment of the 
}rophecy of Malachi, 4; 5, 6, which was generally 





thought to predict a literal re-appearance, and was 
so taught by the scribes, It is not unlikely that the 
non-fulfillment of the prophecy had been used as 
an argument against the claims of Jesus to be Mes- 
siah. Christ’s prohibition, with its reference to his 
death, implied that there would be no further ap- 
pearance of Elias; and, as their hopes of a literal 
appearance, which had been quenched by the Lord 
(Matthew 11: 14), had been revived by the scene 
upon the mount, they would naturally wonder 
when they learned that, so far from all men seeing 
for themselves that coming, whose first glory they 
thought that they had seen; not even that vision 
must be told to any man during Christ’s life. 
“What, then, does the prophecy mean? Why, then, 
say the scribes that Elias is to come, if, as your pro- 


. hibition implies, he is not to come ?” 


11. Restore—Jesus now explains. Elijah was in- 
deed the restorer of prophecy and of the true wor- 
ship; in like manner John Baptist, by his preach- 
ing of repentance and fruits meet, restored the 
deeper, spiritual work of the Law, and prepared the 
way of the Lord. See Luke 1: 16, 17. 

12,13. The reference here to John, who came in 
the spirit and power of Elijah, not only satisfies the 
apostle’s inquiry, but serves to point another refer- 
ence to his coming death, one which again associ- 
ates suffering with the idea of a noble person and a 
great work. 


ANALYSIS. 
I. THE THREE WITNESSES. 

Facts.—Six days elapse; Jesus takes; Peter, James, 
John; into a mountain; to pray. 

Thoughts.—_Meditation upon the cross is the best 
preparation for spiritual blessings. ...... Be not 
in too great hastg to lead the penitent from the foot 
of the cross to the height of Hermon. . . . Teacher, 
spend your six week-days in the prayerful thought 
of a crucified Jesus, and on the seventh his glory 
may appear to you in the sanctuary of the Sabbath- 
school class. . . Blessed JEsvs, faithful to 
rebuke, but free to forgive, pardon our offences! 
+eeeeees The friends of Jesus surround Him in 
circles of narrowing and still narrowing nearness. 
Grant, Lord, that I may enter the inner circle, and 
ever be coming “nearer, my God, to Thee !” Yet, 
sweet Sovereign, if Thou wilt, suffer me to stand 
even on the outer edge of the holy mount, and 
await Thy coming down! Only, separate me not 
from Thee forever!.......... Christ honors the 
home relations and would have brethren dwell to- 
gether in unity near to him. How often 
the Spirit of Jesus in my heart bids me go apart to 
pray; and how often I fail of spiritual sights of the 
Divine glory and love, by failing to obey. ....... 
The solitudes of mountain and field, are sweet 
places for prayer, but God will hear even from the 
darkest alley-home of the city, and make the place 
bright with his presence........ If you cannot 
goup tothe mountain of God’s house, pray with 
contrite heart, and God will descend to dwell with 
thee...... 


oeeeee 
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II. THE TRANSFIGURATION, 


Facts.—While Jesus prayed; he was transfigured; 
his face shone as the sun; his cloak and tunic became 
glistening white. 

Thoughts.—It is the Gop that shines through the 
man; Behold the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ! ......... It was the God in Christ that 
gaveglory to his humanity, and which gives effici- 
ency to his bodily sufferings for us....... Hestill 
intercedes, but in enduring glory now......... 
Would you have your body glorified? have the 
Spirit of Christ within you! Would you have gar- 
ments of heavenly whiteness? place them upon the 
backs of the poor, for then have you arrayed the 
body of Him who said, “naked, and ye clothed 
Me,” ....... Blessed hope! Jesus “shall change 
our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto 
his glorious body.’’—Phil. 3: 2L. 


III, THE Two HEAVENLY VISITORS. 

Facts.—Moses and Elias appeared in glory: talked 
with Jesus of his decease; departed, 

Thoughts.—‘ God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living.” ....... “There isa spiritual body,” 
oeeeeee- We Shall know each other in our hea- 
venly estate........ The souls of the dead saints 
enter immediately into glory. (See Exposition.) 


IV. THE THREE TABERNACLES, 
Facts.—Peter declared it good to be there; asks 
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leave for the disciples to. build three booths; he 
spoke unwittingly, from fear. 

Thoughts.—The goodly company of the just made 
perfect shall be ours, if we are Christ’s......... 
Compare the society of the lost in hell, with that of 
the blessed in heaven. ........ Foolish Peter! to 
think that dwellers in the heavenly mansions 
would stay in his ricketty tabernacles! Yet how 
many do sacrifice the House of God for the tents of 
sin.......... It is not God’s will that heaven 
should be built upon earth......... Christ, not 
Peter, builds the mansions of the Blessed, ...... 
Not on a solitary mountain-side, oh, Peter, in quiet 
meditation upon heavenly glories, and in spiritual 
converse with the heavenly world, but on the dusty 
plain, in the busy mart, among the sinning and the 
suffering; yea, even upon the cross, would the Mas- 
ter have thee win thy crown and build his Church! 
+ +++. Popish hermitages are the witless thoughts 
of St. Peter’s terror. Yet how many who might 
have built up (edified) many living souls into tem- 
ples of God, are content to spend their days in hew- 
ing boughs and building booths. Is that apostolic 
work?....... Protestant brother, does the spirit 
of the popish hermitage mark your home?..... 


V. THE TESTIMONY OF THE FATHER. 


Facts.—While Peter spoke, a bright cloud oversha- 
dowed and enveloped them; they feared; the voice 
of the Father was heard. 

Thoughts.—Before such an audience; with sucha 
Voice, what was the theme? (1) Christ is the Son 
of God. (2) There is no way of reconciliation with 
the Father, save by the Son; but through Jesus 
there is peace with God. (3) The duty and privilege 
of all men is to hear and follow Jesus. The Divine 
Sonship, the At-one-menf, Personal faith in and 
allegiance to Christ by all,—Teach these truths, and 
you have taught the Truth......... Hear Christ, 
is our word; therefore let us speak with authority, 
and not as the scribes. ....... Would you please 
God? confess Christ; would you hear Christ? 
hearken to his ambassadors. (Read Hebrews 12: 25.) 


VI. THE TERRIFIED DISCIPLES AND THE TOUCH OF 
JESUS. 

Facts.—The Disciples heard; fell on their faces 
sore afraid; the Voice passed; Jesus came and 
touched them; they looked up and around, and 
saw Jesus alone. 

Thoughts.—“ Perfect love casteth out fear,’’ and in 
Jesus the love of God is so commended that we see 
God as our Father, and banish terror....... We 
are not come unto the mount that burned, but unto 
Jesus, the Mediator........... Howoften God 
speaks to men whose hearts are utterly untouched 
with love or fear! ....... The Apostles trembled 
in that Presence; yet heedless youth come before 
God during the solemn service of church and Sab- 
bath-school with irreverence........ The touch 
of Jesus banishes the terror of the Law. ........ 
JEsUS ONLY—for Salvation, for Sanctification, for 
Glorification. ....... The truestate of mind for 
the inquiring sinner: see no man save JESUS ONLY, 
Teacher, forget self, forget reproach, toil, expense, 
remember Jesus only........ Trembling heart, 
look not at the winds, nor the waves, but keep your 
eye on the Morning Star; see JESUS ONLY! ...... 
Salvation is a Kingly work, a God-like work, and 
“Jesus only” can accomplish it. 


“None but Jesus, can do helpless sinners good.” 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 


Read Old Testament Lesson, Exodus 19. The 
Descent of the LORD upon Sinai. E. g., The shining 
of Moses’s face,—Exodus 34: 29-35, For e.g. of The 
Glory-cloud and Voice, see Exposition. 


Golden Text.—“‘ This is My Beloved Son, in whom 
Iam well pleased; hear ye Him’’—“ Jesus ONLY!” 


BLACKBOARD. 


For review, use the Analysis as a Letter Lesson, 
thus: 


—-HREE WITNESSES. 
-RANSFIGURATION. 

'-WO HEAVENLY VISITQRS. 
-ABERNACLES, 
-ESTIMONY. 

-ERRIFIED DISCIPLES. 
-~OUCH OF JESUS ONLY. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








The Teacher and Class.—This is the title 
of anew and promising publication of 32 pp. 
intended as a guide to the proper use of the 
blackboard. The first number has been out 
for a few weeks, and the second will be 
ready during the present month. We ad- 
vise all who are interested in ‘‘Object- 
Teaching’’ to examine the work. Sample 
by mail 20 cents. 

Choice Library Books.—Since the es- 
tablishment of this paper in 1859, its con- 
ductors have been endeavoring to elevate 
the standard of the books that are put into 
Sunday-school libraries, by giving careful 
reviews from week to week of all that are 
submitted for notice. We have thus ac- 
quired by thorough reading, a kind of in- 
formation in regard to the best books pub- 
lished that.could not have been obtained in 
any other way. We are prepared to furnish 
libraries of the choicest publications for 
schools of any denomination, on terms that 
cannot fail to be satisfactory to the commit- 
tees on whom the labor of selecting a library 
usually devolves. Correspondence on this 
subject is respectfully solicited, and all who 
visit the city are cordially invited to a per- 
sonal interview. 





For The Sunday-School Times, 


‘ “DETTER THAN RUBIES,’’”* 





BY EMMA F. R. CAMPBELL. 





CHAPTER I. 
BEGINNING TO THINK. 


CHOOL is dismissed—the Sunday-school of 
Cloverhill—for though there are three 
churches of different denominations in this 
pleasant little village, there.is but one Sun- 
day-school; and in it are gathered children of 
all creeds and classes, On this delightful Sab- 
bath, in the early summer time, there has been 
an unusual attendance, and troops of boys and 
girls are wending their homeward way along 
the shady walks, some in quiet, thoughtful 
mood, others with out-burstings of gleefulness 
not so appropriate to the day. 

Among the more thoughtful ones we notice 
a little girl about twelve years old, walking 
demurely beside a younger brother. She is 
not usually so quiet, for Mabel Leslie is a 
child of uncommon mirthfulness of disposition, 
and has never been accustomed to restrain her 
love of fun, even on the Sabbath day. But 
something has set her to thinking this after- 
noon—thinking great, earnest thoughts, which 
had never been in her mind before—and think- 
ing makes almost every one sober and silent ; 
so Willie gets very unsatisfactory answers to 
his questions, and sometimes rather an impa- 
tient command to be still. 

Turning from the main street into a more 
retired road, they leave the rest of the 
children, and Willie, discouraged with his 
sister’s silence, entertains himself by recalling 
the lesson of the afternoon, and commenting 





[*Entered according to Act Congress, in the year 
186', by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
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upon it in a low tone. 
peats the text: 

“We love him because he first loved us ;’’ 
then dwelling upon it he reasons—“‘ first loved 
us—/irst—before we knew anything about him, 
Jesus loved us—died for us—we ought to love 
him then.” 

“What are you talking about, Willie?” asks 
Mabel at last, disturbed by her brother’s loud 
thinking. 

“My lesson; isn’t it nice?’ replied Willie, 
delighted that he had finally gained his sister’s 
attention. ‘‘Miss Webster taught it to us this 
afternoon, and told us a beautiful story about 
it. Shall I tell it to you?” 

“No, I don’t want to hear it,’’? answered 
Mabel, impatiently. 

“But you'd like it, I know, if you should 
hear how the foolish little lamb strayed away 
from the fold, and would have been eaten up 
by the wolves, only the good shepherd went 
after it and saved it, though he was hurt and 
bleeding himself; and Miss Webster says that 
is like Jesus, who died on the cross to save us. 
Sister, our minister asked me this morning if 
I loved Jesus.” 

‘Well, I suppose it was his duty to ask you,” 
replied Mabel. 

“ His duty! what is duty?” 

“Oh, something people think they ought to 
do,’”’ returned Mabel, in a tone of indifference. 

“ Does it mean that I ought to ask somebody 
if she loves Jesus?’’ Willie asked, softly. 

“No; you are too little toask such ques- 
tions. What do you know about such 
things ?”’ 

“T know we ought to love him, because he 
first loved us,’’ repeated the earnest boy, the 
words of his Sunday-school lesson still revolv- 
ing in his mind. 

They had now reached their home—a beau- 
tiful villa home—embowered in evergreens 
and adorned as only wealth and taste can adorn 
a country residence. On the broad piazza sat 
a fine-looking gentleman, in the prime of life, 
dozing and dreaming, while the fumes of a 
segar mingled with the fragrance of roses and 
honeysuckles. Willie made haste to unfasten 
the gate, and bounding up the gravelled walk, 
was soon in his father’s arms, showing him 
his Sunday-school books and papers, and chat- 
ting away as fast as his tongue could speak. 
Mabel passed over the ground more leisurely, 
stopping here and there to pick a leaf or a 
flower, and sitting down on the lower step to 
arrange them into a nosegay. 

Her father noticed her unusual quietness, 
and putting Willie aside, he called her to him 
and asked, 

“What is the matter, May?” 

‘“‘Nothing, I guess, papa,” and she tried to 
smile. 

‘“‘Haven’t you hada good time at Sunday- 
school this afternoon?” 

‘““ Why, yes, good enough,’’ was Mabel’s care- 
less reply, as she busied herself with her flow- 
ers, to avoid discovering to her father her un- 
easiness of heart. 

“But you don’t seem to enjoy it as much as 
Willie does,’’ continued Mr. Leslie, 

‘“‘Sometimes. I do, and sometimes I don’t, 
but there’s no use in making such a fuss about 
it as Willie does.” 

“Well, May, only gave my consent because 
you thought it would give you pleasure, but 
if it makes you less cheerful and happy, you 
must give it up. You know you are my sun- 
shine, and I can’t have any clouds dimming 
its brightness.” 

“No danger, I guess, papa,” 


Over and over he re- 


said Mabel 





with a laugh and a kiss, and then fastening her 
little bouquet in the button-hole of her father’s 
coat, she ran into the house, singing parts of a 
hymn with the chorus, ‘I love Jesus,’’ which 
had been sung in Sunday-school. Going to 
her own room she tossed her books and hat 
upon the bed, and leaned out of the window to 
listen to the music of the birds, which she 
dearly loved. Before she knew it she was 
thinking again; the strain “‘I love Jesus,” was 
echoing in her heart, and, half aloud, she 
said: 

““Why do those words ring in my ears all 
the time? Idon’t love him, and I’m not going 
to say I do. Tl not sing that hymn any 
more.” 

“But you ought to love him,” suggested the 
still, small voice in her soul. 

“Well, perhaps I do. I’m sure I’m sorry 
when I think how he suffered on the cross; 
but I don’t see how he died forme. I wasn’t 
born then, and I don’t think I’ve done anything 
very wrong since I was born. And what if I 
don’t love him! Half the people in the world 
don’t care anything about him. My own dear 
father and mother are not so dreadfully pious, 
but they are good enough for me. I just wish 
Miss Leigh wouldn’t talk to me so; I’m too 
young to think about such things. It will be 
time enough when I am grown up for me to 
put on a long face and go to prayer-meeting; 
so I'll just go down stairs and be papa’s merry 
little May again.” 

And down stairs she went, humming a lively 
tune, and looking so like herself that her fa- 
ther’s fears of the evil effect of Sunday-school 
were quite dispelled. 

“Where is Harry?” asked Mrs. Leslie, who 
had joined her husband and children on the 
piazza. 

“T don’t know,” replied Mr. Leslie, “ but 
he’ll be in soon, probably.” 

“Oh, I know,” exclaimed’ Willie, looking up 
from his library book, which he was reading, 
“T saw him riding down the street with Sam 
Bartlett, just as Sunday-school was out.” 

“Oh, dear!’ said his mother, anxiously, 
“and with that dreadful horse, too, I sup- 
pose.” 

“Yes,” said Willie, “he had Fleeta, and 
wasn’t he flying, though!” 

“That horse will be the death of the boy yet; 
I do wish you would forbid his driving it, Wil- 
liam,’’ said Mrs. Leslie. 

“Oh, I don’t think there’s much danger. 
Harry’s a pretty strong hand at it; let him have 
a good time while he is young,” was the indul- 
gent. father’s reply. 

And now leaving this family group to enjoy the 
beautiful sunset scene spread out before them, 
let us look around and acquaint ourselves with 
the place we are in, and the persons to whom 
we have been introduced. 

Cloverhill is a quiet little village, nestling 
among the hills in a beautiful section of coun- 
try not far from the city of New York. Itis 
composed mainly of oxtensive farms, with 
their neat, substantial cottages, and here and 
there the more pretentious mansion of some 
retired citizen, who, like Mr. Leslie, has been 
attracted by the beauty and healthfulness of the 
location to choose it as a home for his family. 
It is well named, for vast fields of sweet clover 
cover the hill-sides, filling the air at the blos- 
som season of the year with its own peculiar 
fragrance, so suggestive of rustic peace and 
plenty. 

As we look out upon the spot in the fading 
light of this June day, when the rays of the 
declining sun glance from the white peaks 
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of the farm-houses, kindle glowing fires upon 
the hill-tops, and cast fantastic shadows in the 
vales below, while the clouds are painted in the 
purple and gold of sunset glory, and the breeze 
makes wave-like lines of beauty in the fields 
of early grain, it forms a pretty picture. But 
it is not the natural features of the place which 
so much interest us, as the institutions and in- 
dividuals that compose its community. 

Mr. Leslie had not lived long in Cloverhill; 
only a few months before he had purchased a 
country seat there, and when pleasant spring 
weather came, removed his family to it from 
their city home, hoping the pure air and re- 
freshing quiet would benefit Mrs. Leslie’s 
health, which had suffered from the excitement 
and care of city life. He was an enterprising 
merchant, and had already accumulated a 
handsome fortune, but ambitious to provide 
bountifully for his family, was still engaged in 
business, going regularly to the city for a few 
hours every day. He was a noble-hearted, ge- 
nerous man, intelligent and genial, kind and 
loving in his family, but a man of this world 
wholly, having no treasure laid up in heaven, 
no hope of a better life. Mrs. Leslie, too, lived 
“without God and without hope in the world.” 
She had led a gay, fashionable life in the city, 
and was only satisfied to remain in the retire- 
ment of her present home, because she knew 
her length of days depended uponit. | 

These are the parents of Mabel Leslie, and, 
brought up under such influences, taught to 
seek happiness only in the trifles of earth, who 
will wonder that at twelve years of age she 
was acareless, impulsive child, with scarcely 
a serious thought, and very little of the know- 
ledge which makes wise unto salvation. 
She had never attended Sabbath-school until 
she came to Cloverhill, and now a new power, 
tender and strong, was beginning to act upon 
her heart, and new ideas and impulses were 
suggested to herwmind. Miss Leigh was a 
faithful, earnest teacher, and taking a deep inte- 
rest in the neglected child, endeavored to un- 
fold the sweet truths of the gospel to her, ina 
way to win her affections and awaken a sense 
of obligation to her God and Saviour. 

This afternoon she had been particularly 
earnest, and Mabel left the class, as we have 
seen, thoughtful and impressed. And though 
she tried very hard to stop thinking, and be 
gay and careless again, she only partially suc- 
ceeded, for when alone in the room in the 
stillness of that Sabbath night, the same gentle 
whisper sounded in her ear, ‘‘Do you love 
Jesus?’’ and she could only quiet her uneasi- 
ness by reading in the little Testament Miss 
Leigh had given her, the verses marked, and 
resolving to think more of Jesus_and holy 
things than she had ever done before, 


BOOKS. 


CASELLA; or, The Children of the Valleys. By 
Martha Farquharson. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippin- 
cott & Co. The author, who will be recognized as 
one of our valued contributors, gives us in this book 
a faithful view of the terrible persecutions of the 
Waldenses by the Romish church, The work is not 
a history, yet it scarcely deserves to be classed with 
fiction, Its whole tone and tenor are beneath, rather 
than beyond, the truth. To make the picture more 
real to our view, a family is singled out from the 
little body of Waldensian Christians, and the read- 
ers’ sympathies are thus given tangible objects to 
follow in the story of their trials and sufferings for 
the faith of Jesus. The work will tend powerfully 
to confirm our youth in Protestant principles, and 
to strengthen them in the duty of witness-bearing 
for Christ in their daily trials and crosses. We 
commend it as far more useful than that class of 











fiction on the same subject, which while it cannot 
too fearfully portray the fell spirit of proselyting | 
Popery, does not yet carry with it the conviction of | 
sober reality that is deeply stamped on every page 
of “Casella.” We commend the work to Christian 
families and to all our Sabbath-schools. 

OUTLINES OF OLD TESTAMENT History: For 
Youth. 18mo, 205 pp. By Rev. G. F. Maclear, Eng- 
land, Philadelphia: Lutheran Board of Publication, 
and Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. This is an epi- 
tome of Old Testament history, arranged in brief 
paragraphs, and giving in their order and connec- 
tion the leading historic facts of the Old Testament. 
It is avaluable manual for reading and for refe- 
rence, not only for youth, but for the teachers of 
youth, and serves an important end in giving one 
a connected correlative view of Bible events, such 
as is not gained by ordinary perusal. We have be- 
fore commended this work in the imported pam- 
phlet edition. The present is a more durable shape 
and larger type, and is well fitted to be classed 
among teachers and Bible-class scholars’ helps. 

CAPTAIN WALTHAM. Philadelphia: Presbyterian 
Publication Commitiee. A story of Southern India, 
picturing in vivid and apparently truthful colors 
the state of society in that interesting country. The 
date of the events described is just before the Sepoy 
mutiny. The book is well suited to the Sunday- 
school library, and will give to the older scholars 
some idea of that country, and of what a vast 
work our missionaries have before them in at- 
tempting to bring these two hundred millions of 
souls to the saving knowledge of Christ. 

GERTIE’S SACRIFICE. By Mrs. Frances Dana 
Gage. New York: National Temperance Society. 
A temperance story, telling how a young lady of 
great wealth and great personal attractions, in the 
city of New York, became a drunkard, and finally 
a horrible Magdalen of the lowest sort. 

THE CAPTURED Scout. By Rev. Henry Clay 
Trumbull. Boston: Nichols & Noyes. A sketch of 
the life of Sergeant Henry H. Manning, of the 
Twenty-fourth Massachusetts regiment, giving a 
thrilling narrative of his various escapes, adven- 
tures, and sufferings, as a scout in the army of the 
James. 

STORIES illustrating the Catechism of the Episco- 
pal Church, Edited by Rev. W. W. Spear, D. D. 
Philadelphia: Mrs. J. Hamilton Thomas. The plan 
and the execution of this work are both good. The 
stories are brief, pointed, and illustrate in an admi- 
rable manner the several questions of the Catechism 
to which they are appended. 

SKETCHES FOR THE FIRESIDE. By Rosa Phillips. 
Philadelphia: Claxton, Remsen & Haffelfinger. A 
collection of sparkling short stories, such as delight 
and benefit the juveniles. It is published in very 
pretty style. - 

BERTIE AND HIS FRIENDS. Philadelphia: J. P. 
Skelly & Co. An interesting story of a boy who tried 
to serve Jesus in the midst of rough companions 
and in a wicked neighborhood. It gives some very 
truthful glimpses of mission Sunday-school charac- 
ters and work. 

NEW TEMPERANCE STORIES FOR CHILDREN. 
Philadelphia: 7. S. Arthur & Son. Under this title 
Mr. Arthur, the well known author of some of our 
best temperance literature, has issued a series of 
eight cheap little paper books, which friends of the 
temperance reform should circulate among the chil- 
dren every where. 

Vick’s FLORAL GuipE. For 1869. This annual, 
which is becoming quite celebrated in its line, is 
beautifully got up, with an elegant colored plate, 
and very many wood-cut illustrations of plants, 
flowers, &c. It is a catalogue of seeds and a guide in 
the culture of the flower and vegetable garden. 
James Vick, of Rochester, N. Y., is publisher. Appli- 
cation, enclosing ten cents, will secure the Guide, 

RELIGIOUS MONTHLIES. Among the very first 
we class ‘ The Sabbath at Home,” published by the 
American Tract Society, of Boston. “The Ladies’ 
Repository” is also beautiful and good. “The Fa- 
mily Treasure’ has added fine steel portraits of 
distinguished living ministers. We commend them 
all to our new acquaintances. Newer faces have 
also brightened our table, in ‘The Mothers’ Jour- 
nal,” a family magazine, full of good things, pub- 
lished by Clarke & Co., of Chicago, and “Words for 
Jesus,” a monthly quarto, edited and published by 
Lamont Brothers, Rockford, Illinois. “The Excel- 
sior” is a good monthly, published by Olmsted & 





Welwood, New York. 


THE JUVENILE MONTHLIES. For the young folks 
there is no searcity of entertaining and instructive 
light reading. Our old friend, ‘“ Merry’s Museum,” 
is renewing its youth, and competing in shape and 
style very closely with the new favorites, “ River- 
side” and “Young Folks.” Clark’s “School-Day 
Visitor’ is an excellent juvenile,” and “ Children’s 
Hour,” for the very little folks, cannot be excelled. 
Still later, we have the January and February num- 
bers of “Onward,” Mayne Reid’s new magazine for 
youth, bigger than any of its cotemporaries, but not 
better. Carleton, of New York, publishes it. It is 
sprightly and spicy, but we are afraid too sensa- 
tional to be profitable for our young people. The 
“Little Corporal” comes with a pretty cover and 
enlarged in size, making it now a magazine of 
quarto pretensions, and of excellent material for ju- 
venile readers. 








bas EVERY SUBSCRIBER “wa 


Desiring to file The Sunday-School Times should 
get one of the new, neat and tial patent 
Binders, It will last from year toyear. Price $1; 
by mail, $1.20. 


FOUR BIBLE MAPS. 
PALESTINE 


AND OTHER 


PARTS OF SYRIA. 
Size, 6 by 9 feet. Price, $15. 


This large and exceedingly valuable Map of the 
Holy Land, is the result of the united labors of Rev. 
Henry 8. Osborn, LL. D., and Rev. Lyman Coleman 
D.D. Ithas been constructed after the personal 
surveys of the authors, who have also availed them- 
selves of the opinions of Robinson, Thomson, Kie- 
pert. Wetzstein, Van De Velde, Porter and others; 

esides embracing the information obtained by the 
recent British Admiralty Survey on the eastern 
coast of the Mediterranean. Ithas been emphatically 
pronounced the best Map of Palestine for Sunday- 
schools ever published in any age or country. 


JERUSALEM 


AND 


ADJACENT PLACES. 
Size, 5 by 8 feet. Price, $12. 


This is a beautiful Bird’s Eye View of Jerusalem, 
as it is supposed to have appeared in the time of our 
Saviour. It embraces not only the city, but the 
towns, mountains and valleysin its vicinity. The 
prominent objects are delineated with great clear- 
ness, so that there is no difficulty in identifying 
them. The Map is accompanied by a Manual and 
Key which will give to any one, however unfami- 
liar with the subject, sufficient information to ena- 
bls him to fully understand and explain the View. 


BIBLE LANDS, 


Illustrating Especially 


THE TRAVELS OF ST. PAUL. 
Size, 4 by 6 feet. Price, $7. 


A very convenient Map for all who are engaged 
in studying that portion of the Bible which em- 
braces the Life and Labors of the great Apostle to 
the Gentiles. His different voyages are distinctly 
marked by colored lines, so that they can be easily 
traced by any one engaged in the study of the nar- 
rative. he Map embraces that portion of the ter- 
ritory known as Asia Minor, and extends as far 
westward as Greece and Italy. 


JOURNEYINGS OF ISRAEL. 


MusLIN—UNMOUNTED. 
Size, 4 by 5 feet. Price, $3. 


This Map has been prepared by Rev. J. P. Durbin, 
D. D., from personal travels and observations in the 
lands of Egypt and Palestine, It embraces the ter- 
ritory from beyond the Nile River on the west, to 
twenty miles east of the Dead Sea, and covering 
more than 200 miles of extent from north to south. 


J. ©. GARRIGUES & CO., 


608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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: {re {visti uit fort, 


A Large Monthly Journal, 


DEVOTED TO THE INTERESTS OF 


AN AGGRESSIVE CHRISTIANITY. 
735 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 





Rev. J. B. WATERBURY, D. D., Editor. 
H. W. ADAMS, Publisher. 


Editorial Contributors : 


Rev. JOS. T. DURYEA, D. D., Presbyterian. 
Rev. STEPHEN H. TYNG, Jr., Episcopal. 

Rev. GEO. LANSING TAYLOR, Methodist. 
Rev. W. I. BUDINGTON, D. D., Congregational. 
Rev. H. G. WESTON, D. D., Baptist. 

Rev. T. W. CHAMBERS, D. D., Dutch Reformed. 





Terms:—Payable in Advance. 
Single Copy, 60 cents per year. 
10 Copies, 50 cents each per year. 
25 Copies, 45 cents each per year. 
50 Copies, 40 cents each per year. 
100 Copies, or more, 35 cents each per year. 





DEPARTMENTS. 


MISSION-SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS. 
EVANGELIZATION OF MASSES. 
YOUNG MEN’S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATIONS. 
PARISH WORK. 
SUNDAY-SCHOOLS, 

THE AMERICAN CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 
WOMAN'S WORK. 
NEGLECTED CHILDREN. 

THE OUTCAST AND FALLEN. 
PRAYER-MEETINGS. 
TEMPERANCE, 





From Hundreds of kind Letters and Testimonials 
we give the following: 


FROM PROF. MORSE, 
(INVENTOR OF THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.) 


Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Aug. 3, 1868. 
Publisher Christian at Work—Sir ; Please send me 10 
copies for one year, of your excellent paper, The 
Christian at Work. And may God prosper your en- 
terprise. Enclosed is five dollars to pay for them in 
advance, Respectfully co ob’t. serv’t. 
SAMUEL F. B. MORSE. 





LETTER FROM BISHOP Mc ILVAINE, OF OHIO. 


Cincinnati, Sept. 11, 1868. , 
Editor Christian at Work—Rev. and Dear Sir: I re- 
ceived this week No. 60f The Christian at Work. I 
had not seen the paper before, It seems to me just 
what is needed—Christian—and at work; Christ 
and his salvation—sinners sought and found—Chris- 
tians laboring to bring the lost to Christ. He bless- 
ing—and constantly saying—go out—call—bring— 
pray—I ever live to rescue and save. May God bless 
the paper and nese it ever wise and prudent, earnest 
and loving—catholic and protestan evoted to the 
one end of saving sinners—and as part of that work 
resisting sng g 
I send a small contribution to the expenses of the 
paper, requesting that it be sent to me regularly. 
Yours, very truly, 
CHAS. P. McILVAINE. 





HEAD OF THE LIST. 


Post- Office, Wheaton, Iil., Aug. 26, 1868. 
Publisher Christian at Work—Dear Bro.: Enclosed 
please find list of fifty names for The Christian at 


ork. 

As I am in the post-office, I have a good opportu- 
nity to present the claims of the Poa oe I have thir- 
teen publications which come my adldress, this 
peing the fourteenth, and I place it at the head of 
the, list, May God bless and prosper the work. 
Amen, Your brother in Christ, W. MILLS. 





Single Copy mailed three months, for 
examination, on receipt of 10 cents. 


Address 
THE CHRISTIAN AT WORK, 
735 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 





THE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are toappear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times Lesson List for 1869, 


which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 
copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper, 


NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 











TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS, 


With colored covers. Beautifully Illustrated. Put 
Pp in Packages of Ten each, in a wrapper. Price 
$2.50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will be sure 
to please the Children. 


GOLDEN HILLS; 


A Tale of the Irish Famine. 


16mo. With Twelve Illustrations. Bevelled Cloth. 
Price $1.25, 








ROSA. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


a from the French for the Board? 


16mo, 
pages. Four Illustrations. Price $1, 





JUVENILES. 


ALL ILLUSTRATED. 


** Trasule,” - - - - - 60 cts. 
‘* Footsteps in the Light,” - - 60 cts. 
Cousin Amy,” - - - ~ 60 cts. 
“ Tell the Truth,” - - - - 60 cts. 
“ Edith’s Two Aecount Books,” - 60 cts. 
“The Prisoners,” - - - - 75 cts, 
‘* Margaret Lawrence,” the 60 cts. 
‘* Little Street-Sweeper,” - - 45 cts. 
‘* Marble Clarke,” - - - 60 cts. 
“ Brave Heart,” - - - - 60 cts. 


BOOKS IN BOXES. 


STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES. 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25. 


GEIST’S ADHESIVE LABELS. 








1 to 300, 2101 to 2400, 
801 to 600, 2401 to 2700, 
601 to 900, 2701 to 3000, 
901 to 1200, 8001 to 3300, 

1201 to 1500, 3801 to 3600, 

1501 to 1800, 8601 to 3900, 

1801 to 2100, 8901 to 4100, 











These superior labels for libraries are printed on 
tough and durable paper, and are rendered adhesive 
by a substance which forms a union better than 
any material heretofore known. They are sold at 
30 cents for a sheet, containing 300 labels, Furnished 
in large or small quantities, by mail, post-paid. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
PHILADELPHIA, 





CHOICE BOOKS, 


APPROPRIATE FOR 
' SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


Warmly commended by the leading religious 
Journals throughout the country. 





Agnes Wilbur; 


Or, A DAUGHTER’S INFLUENCE. By Catharine 
M. Trowbridge. 18mo, three illustrations, 90c. 
“A picture of genuine piety; we wish it might be 
read and pondered by all our young friends,—Chris- 
tian Secretary.” 


Arthur Merton; 


OR, SINNING AND SORROWING. By Miss Caroline 
E. Kelly. 16mo, four illustrations. $1.25. 
“The book is worthy of being placed in every 
5 gepecabatae iti and read at any fireside,”—Christian 
a 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 


fd Mrs. J. E. McConaughy. 18mo, three illustra- 
ons. . 

“An admirable Sunday-school book, as are all 
those issued by the same Publishers.”—Reformed 
Church Messenger. 


Heavenward—Earthward. 
By. Harriet B. McKeever. 16mo, four illustrations, 


“The story is a natural one, full of animation; 
and in it, the way of good and evil is forcibly con- 
trasted.”—Hvening Telegraph. 


Helen MacGregor ; 


Or, CONQUEST AND SACRIFICE. By Mrs. C. Y. 

Barlow. 16mo, four illustrations, $1.25, ‘ 

“We found in it such a freshness and charm that 
we could not lay the book down until we had read 
it from beginning to end.”— Religious Telescope. 


The Home Vineyard: 


SKETCHES OF MISSION WORK. ae E. 

Kelly. 18mo, three illustrations, fe 

“The Sketches are impressively drawn, and are 
calculated to make a good impression upon. the 
heart.” —Evangelical Repository. 


Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels. 


By Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, twenty- 

five illustrations, 60, 

“Tt is a graceful and captivating harmony of the 
Gospels; the life of Christ being presented as one 
continued. narrative, and with true historic accu- 
racy.’’—Ladies’ Repository. - 


Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 


By Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, with 
My ane and twenty-five illustrations. $2.00. 

“The work reads well, and is as entertaining and 
attractive as any of the most popular productions 
of the day.”—Reformed Church Messenger, 


The Sabbath-School Index. 


By R. G. Pardee, A.M. 16mo. For Superinten- 

dents and Teachers. $1.25. 

“The book deserves to be circulated by tens of 
thousands, and will do good wherever it goes,”— 
Morning Star. 

The Teacher’s Guide to Palestine. 


By Prof. Henry 8. Osborn. Witha Map. 65c. 
eh te cannot but be invaluable to the student and 
teacher.” —Christian Instructor. 


Tilman Loring; 


Or, MINISTER OR MERCHANT. By Rev. J. K. 

Nutting. 18mo, three ilmastrations, 90c. 

“A charming little book, setting forth the blessed- 
ness of enlisting in the work of saving souls,”— 
Cumberland Presbyterian, 


Tom Miller; 

Or, AFTER MANY Days, By Mrs. M, E. Rock- 

well. 16mo, four illustrations. $1.25. 

“We cannot too highly commend the gare which 
this Publishing House bestows on every volume 
issued with their imprint.” — Methodist Home Journal, 


JUST PUBLISHED: 


Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs. C. Y. Barlow. 18mo, three illust. 90c. 


Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 
By Mrs, A. K. Dunning. 18mo, three illust 90c, 
Two of the best books we have yet issued. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET.. 
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To Sunday-School Teachers. 


Your attention is particularly called to our packets 
of little paper books, suitable for presents and re- 
wards, which we furnish to Sunday-schools ata trifle 
above cost. They are as follows: 


A SERIES OF TEMPERANCE STORIES 


For Children. 
BY T. 8. ARTHUR. 


In eight little books, 16 pages each, handsomely 
illustrated: No. 1. A Child shall Lead them. 2. The 
Baby in the Brown Cottage. 3. What Two Little 
Girls Did. 4 Their Reward; a Sequel to What Two 
Little Girls Did, 5, Phoebe Gray. 6. The Pitcher of 
Cool Water. 7. Birdie in the Home Nest. 8 Bennie 
Wilson’s Anti-Society. 

In packets of eight, containing one of each kind. 
Price by mail, post paid, 15centsa packet. 50 assort- 
ed books for 75 cents. 160 assorted Books for $1.25, 


Stories from “The Children’s Hour.” 


Tn packets of eight little books, containing one of 
each kind. Price by mail, post paid, 10 cents a 
eg 50 assorted ks for 60 cents. 100 assorted 

or . 

By giving the Temperance Stories, in particular, a 
wide circulation through the soholons in your 
schools, great can be done for the cause of 
temperance. any reforms have already been 
effected through their agency. 

R&S We hope every teacher who reads this advertise- 
ment will send for a setof these Temperance Stories 
and carefully examine them. 

It will cost only 15 cents; or 25 cents for both packeis 
of stories, 

They are so inexpensive a meansof circulating 
attractive Temperance Stories — children. 
among the very class where they will do good, that 
their wide distribution should be secured. We will 
do our part by furnishing them at a trifle above cost. 


T. S. ARTHUR & SONS, 
809 & 811 Chestnut Street, Philada. 





M. W. DODD Publishes 


Three Indispensable Helps for Sunday-School Teachers. 
I. 


THE GOSPEL TREASURY AND TREASURY 
HARMONY OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. 
Having the text in_ parallel columns, with Scrip- 
ture Illustrations, Practical Reflections, and Ad- 
denda, geographical, biographical, topographical, 
historical and critical, illustrating manners, cus- 
toms, opinions, and localities of the Sacred Nar- 
rative, with analytical and historical tables and a 
very copious index, and a chart with every event 
numbered and localized. 1 vol. 12mo. Over 900 
pages. Cloth ext red edges, $3.50. Quarto edi- 
tion, large type, cloth extra, $11. 

Anything like an adequate idea of the immense 
amount of information upon the New Testament, 
incorporated within the com of this handsome 
volume, it is difficult toconvey. Within its portable 
compass we find matter compressed sufficient to 
till ten ordinary octavos.—S. 8S, Teacher’s Magazine. 

Also highly recommended asa help to Sunday- 
school, jeachers by fey. Drs. Tyng, Alfred Taylor 
and Méssrs, Ralph Wells, Pardee, The Sunday-School 
Times and many others. 


IL. 

SIMMON’S SCRIPTURE MANUAL. Alphabeti- 
cally and Systematically Arranged. A Hand- 
Book of Proof-Texts. 12mo.,, Cloth, $1.75, 

It is far more copious and reliable than any work 
of the kind. A better hiélp to the study of the Bible 
is not accessible.—Congregationalist. 


It is incomparably superior to any work of the 
kind with which I ‘am acquainted. sev. Albert 
Larnes, 

IIT. 


CRUDEN’S COMPLETE CONCORDANCE. A Dic- 

Gonery soe. Al joa nan, $2 the Bible. 

e Un e \. al 8vo, sh 5; 
eloth, $. e Lene 

Cruden’s Concordance, in its unabridged and com- 
plete state, is invaluable to the biblical stadent, and 
the abridgments which have been made of it fur- 
nish no idea of the thoroughness and fullness of the 
original work.—Rev, Thos. De Witt, D. D. 

Cruden’s Concordance, in its original state, I con- 
sider above ali price to the student of the Scriptures. 
—Rev. Francis Wayland, LL. D. 

N. 8.—Send for our full descriptive Catalogue. 
&a- Sunday-School Libraries supplied with ‘ull 
selected books, Our stock is fulland varied. ensbree 
cing, with ourown Rablications, those of the various 
Societies and Publishers, and every effort will be 
made toinsurea superior selection. List of new 
books and every information cheerfully furnished, 


M. W. DODD, 
506 Broadway, New York. 





TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 


This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. After a choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 


The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents, 


J. ©. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch St., Philadelphia, Pa. 





The Book for Every Live Sunday-school Man. 
CHILDREN IN THE TEMPLE. 


A HAND-BOOK FOR THE 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL CONCERT, 


AND A GUIDE FOR THE 


CHILDREN’S PREACHER. 


CONTAINING 


A Year’s Supply of Concert Exercises worked out 
for immediate use; Hints on Bible Reading, 
Singing, Prayer and Preaching; Forms for 
Opening and Closing Service; Sermon 
lans; Historical Notes on Children’s 
Worship, &c. 


By Rev.H.CLAY TRUMBULL, 
Missionary Secretary of Am. S. S. Union, 
for New England. 


This is the fullest and best book on the subject of 
meral religious exercises for children ever pub- 
ished, It is the result of long experience, careful 
study, and extended observation and reading on the 
t of one of the most.successful and skilled Sun- 
ay-school workers in the land. 
ull of ougapetions to those who are to talk or 
reach to children; it contains sermons and ad- 
resses, or other original contributions, from many 
of the best known pastors and Sunday-school work- 
ers of the various denominations, including: 

Rev. Drs. 8S. H. ng, Richard Newton and F. D. 
Huntington, Rev. Messrs. H. D. Ganse, J. H. Vin- 
cent, James M. Freeman, A. J. Gordon, R. T. Rob- 
inson, W. E. Knox, J. Aspinwall —_ and Alfred 
Taylor, and Messrs. Ralph Wells, E. D. Jones, and 
William Reynolds. 

It isa book which no pastor or Superintendent 
can afford to be without. 

Price $1.50, Sent be on receipt of price, 

For sale by all Booksellers. 


W. J. HOLLAND & Co., Publishers, 


Springfield, Mass. 





THE 


CHRISTIAN AT WORK, 


735 Broadway, New York. 


A LARGE MONTHLY PAPER, 


FOR THE 


CHRISTIAN MASSES. | 


SEE THEIR ADVERTISEMENT, 
PAGE 83, 


THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL TIMES, this date, 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 


Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
matter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published, 

/Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken. 

/Vo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 











MORE THAN ONE THOUSAND 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 


NOW USE 


The Cheek System Library Register. 


This admirable arrangement for recording the 
distribution of Library Books in Sunday-schools, 
has been in use long enous to test its merits, which 
have clearly proven it to THE BEST SYSTEM yet 
conceived for the use of the Librarian, if we take 
into consideration its simplicity, convenience, and 
eo: A circular, giving full description with 
sizes and prices, sent to any superintendent or libra- 
rian on application. Wholesale and retail at the 


SABBATH-SCHOOL EMPORIUM, 
608 ARCH TREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





OUTLINE MAPS, 
On a very large scale, 
FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 
Manufactured by A. O. VAN LENNEP, 
8. S. Teachers’ Agency, 
Box 3976. 54 Cedar Street, New York. 





Persons desiring duplicates of The Times that 
may have been lost in the mails, will please remit | 
5 cents for each copy. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made. 

Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures, ’ 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents ayear, which — 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides, 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dm sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can | 
be done. } 

All letters relating to the business management | 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- 7 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in | 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to . a 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 





